DOCUMENT RESUME 

BD 091 062 PS 007 236 



TITLE 

INSTITUTION 

PUB DATE 
NOTF 

EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



Regional Forums on Early Childhood Development in 
Texas . Su mmary Report • 

Texas State Dept. of ComiDunity Affairs, Austin. 
Office of Early Childhood Development. 
31 Aug 73 
91p. 

MF-$0.75 HC-$U.20 PLUS POSTAGE 

♦Childhood Needs; Conference Reports; Day Care 

Services; *Educational Coordination; Health Services; 

Objectives; Parent Education ; * Preschool Children ; 

♦Program Development; Questionnaires; ^Statewide 

Planning 

Office of Early Childhood Development; Texas 



ABSTRACT 

This report is a compilation of several regional 
forums held in Texas (Longview, McAllen, El Paso, Dallas, Lubbock, 
Houston, and Austin) by the Office of Early Childhood Development 
(OECD) concerning the needs and problems of young children. The 
report is divided into five sections: an introduction to the early 
childhood development planning process, a bri^af summary of the 
speeches given by the OECD director and associate director, a 
composite summary of all regional forums, a summary of each regional 
forum, and a survey report of questionnaires filled oat by forum 
participants. Of special interest is the survey report which provides 
a categorical analysis of participants' responses to pertinent issues 
in early childhood education. (CS) 
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Fore ward 



During this year, the Office of Early Childhood Development 
(OECD) has conducted seven regional forums across the state of 
Texas concerning the needs and problems of young children. 
From 2/317 invitations sent to people interested and involved 
in early childhood activities, 842 people participated in the 
forums held in Longview, McAllen, El Paso, Dallas, Lubbock, 
Houston, and Austin. This report is a compilation of forum 
summaries which reflect the comments and concerns of those 
peopl e . 

The report is divided into five sections; an introduction 
to the early childhood development planning process, a brief 
summary of the speeches given by the OECD Director and Asso- 
ciate Director, a composite summary of all regional forums, a 
summary of each regional forum, and a survey report of question- 
naires filled out by forum participants. 

The Office of Early Childhood Development extends its 
gratitude to all interested Texans who responded to our invi- 
tations and assisted us in the effort of identifying the status 
of young children and their families in Texas. 

A spe';ial note of thanks goes to the Health and Human 
Resources L^ivision of the Office of Information Services, 
Office of the Governor, Jack C. Carmichael, Manager; and 
staff members J. C. Humphrey, Alan Miller, and Karen Terrell. 
Their dedication, support, and assistance in processi!ig and 
reporting the data obtained from the questionnaires completed 
by forum participants was instrumental in the preparation of 
the final section of this report. 

This report was prepared and written by the Planning Staff 
David Nesenholtz, Project Director; Diann Cowling, Planning 
Specialist; Nancy Cook, Research Assistant; and Gloria Fabian, 
Secretarial Assistant. The Public Education and Information 
Staff was responsible for editing. However, the entire staff 
of OECD contributed to its completion in their capacities as 
laaders and recorders at the forums, devoting 221 staff days 
and traveling over 29,000 miles to explore with other Texans 
the needs and problems of the youngest citizens of our state. 




// Jeannette Watson (Mrs.) 
t^Director 

Office of Early Childhood 

D e ve 1 opmen t 

Texas Department of 

Community Affairs 
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Introduction 



The Office of Early Childhood Development was created in 
January 1971 to advise the Governor and state agencies about 
programs affecting young children. In July 1972, at the re- 
quest of the Governor, the second called session of the 62nd 
Legislature appropriated funds to the Texas Department of 
Community Affairs for early childhood development during 
fiscal year 1973. One of OECD ' s specif ic tasks is to take 
the initiative in preparing a long-range, coordinated, state- 
wide plan for young children in Texas. 

Throe major reasons lead state and local officials to 
desire a state plan for early childhood development; 

--The ongoing early childhood program activities, 
carried out satisfactorily by a number of state 
agencies, local governments and private organi- 
zations are not coordinated with each other. 
There is no overall plan to guide the individual 
activities of these agencies in the cooperative 
and collaborative efforts which they themselves 
desire . 



--There is evidence of major gaps in the types of 
programs and persons served. 

--There is no systematic flow of information about 
the status of children which would offer a base 
for initial planning and updating of those plans. 

It was recognized at the outset that ail agencies currently 
providing services to young children must be involved in pre- 
paring such a state plan. Accordingly, the Interagency Health 
and Human Resources Council, created by executive order, 
established a Committee on Early Childhood Development, whose 
principal purpose was to work together on che preparation of 
the plan. The committee was formed in November 1972, with the 
Director of the Office of Early Childhood Development as its 
Chairman. The agencies serving on the Committee are the Texas 
Education Agency; the State Department of Public Welfare; the 
Texas Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation; the 
State Department of Health; the Coordinating Board, Texas 
College and University System; the Governor's Office of Com- 
prehensive Health Planning; the State Commission for the Blind; 
and the Texas Department of Community Affairs. 
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The first step in plan development entailed methods of 
collecting data concerning the conditions of children in 
Texas. The Committee approved a data gathering process which 
included the following; 

-*-A series of regional forums in seven locations 
around the state. In' the forums, a wide spec- 
trum of people concerned with young children 
were to identify what they perceived to be the 
services needed (in order of priority) for 
children in their areas and to identify the 
kinds of people to whom the services should be 
offered. 

--The assembling of a panel of national experts 
in early childhood development. The panel was 
to offer expertise in identifying, in light of 
the latest research findings, the types of 
programs for children which are likely to be 
most effective . 

--The accumulation of statistics by the OECD 

planning staff. These statistics, such as the 
annual number of infant deaths, the number of 
children now receiving Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children (AFDC) , the number of young 
children with mothers in the labor force, as 
well as many other figures, were to help identify 
program priorities. 

The information from the three data gathering processes 
will be presented to the Committee on Early Childhood Devel- 
opment, whose members will oversee the formulation of the 
plan . 



This report is the result of one of those data gatheriig 
processes the Regional Forums. 

The conducting of regional forums around the state started 
in Longview on December 13, 1972, and ended in Austin on 
June 6, 1973 (see Regional Map, Page 13), The Office of Early 
Childhood Development invited 2,317 persons from various 
disciplines who were involved in early childhood development 
activities. The invitations were sent to the follov'ing numbers 
of people; 

224 Parents (specifically of children under age six) 

216 Teachers (Head Start, special education, kinder- 
garten, elementary school, high school) 

212 Pediatricians 

212 Child care personnel (private and public) 

O 
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County judges 



184 Legislators (Senate and House of Representatives) 
158 City mayors 

130 County Extension Agents (U.S. Department of 
Agriculture) 

107 Community Action Agency and Model Cities staff 
member s 

107 Mental health and mental retardation personnel, 

including the Texas Association for Mental Health 
and Texas Association for Retarded Children 

104 Members of private and public associations 

(Community Coordinated Child Care, Community 
Councils, Junior Leagues) 

94 Public school administrators 

67 Public health personnel 

57 Clergymen 

55 Persons from miscellaneous professions, such as 
lawyers and newspaper editors 

44 College and university faculty members 

39 Public welfare personnel 

32 Personnel from private institutions for children 

31 Councils of Government personnel 

29 State board members (Health, Education, Welfare) 

24 Education Service Center personnel 

Of the persons invited, 842 participated in the seven 
regional forums. (See list of participants following each 
forum summary.) At each meeting, members of the OECD staff 
presented some background information on the field of early 
childhood development, some of the basic issues concerning the 
conditions of children, and the activities of the Office of 
Early Childhood Development. In small discussion groups, 
the participants were asked to answer three key questions: 

1. What do you consider the greatest problems of young 
children and their families in your community? Are 
there existing services to meet those needs? 
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2, What services should be available to meet those needs? 
How much parent responsibility how much public? 

3. Given limited resources, what are your priorities for 
services to children? To whom (what population) should 
these services be available? 



This forum report is an attempt by OECD to record and 
summarize the concerns and opinions of those people who shared 
their time and knowledge with us. To them OECD is indebted. 



REGIONAL MAP 
EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT 
FORUMS 




Texas Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation -- 
community centers, state hospitals, state schools, and 
state centers for human development; 

Texas Education Agency --kinderqarten program, special 
education program, programs for migrant children, bi- 
lingual programs, programs for educationally disadvantaged 
and economically handicapped, and preschool non-English 
programs; 

State Department of Public Welf are --f unds to low-income 
families, family planning services, licensing day care 
centers, foster care, and homemaker services. 



The Office of Early Childhood Development is collaborating 
with these and other state agencies through the Committee on 
Early Childhood Development in the formulation of a state plan. 
One might well ask why so much emphasis on early childhood 
development if families are chiefly responsible for their 
children and if governments are helping those parents in need. 
First, most research indicates that the early period of a 
human being^s life is critically important. Second, the 
research results have created a heightened national interest 
in the large number of children who lack elements essential to 
their optimal development. 

The Commission on School Finance and the Committee for 
Economic Development have published reports which point to 
the early years as crucial. President Nixon recently stated 
that the process of learning begins "long before children are 
anywhere near "first grade or even play school'' and "for 
children of the poor this ability to learn can begin to 
deteriorate very early..." It is important to remember that 
while most public programs for children are directed to the 
poor, children from affluent families often may lack an 
appropriate environment for sound early childhood development 
al so . 

Another reason for the added emphasis on early childhood 
development is the fact that basic changes are occurring in 
our society: more women are working and the extended family 
is quickly dissolving. Let's explore these two phenomena in 
more detail. 

There is an increasing number of women entering the labor 
force. We all know that, but I wonder how many really know 
the extent to which this is happening. In 1948, only 18% of 
the nation's mothers woi'ked outside the home. In 197 1 , 43% of 
all mothers were working outside of the home and some estimate 
this figure might reach 80% by 1985. In 1948, one out of 
every eight mothers with preschool children was working. In 
1972, this figure was one out of every three, more than double. 



HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SPEECH MADE AT EACH OF THE REGIONAL FORUMS 
BY JEANNETTE WATSON, DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF EARLY CHILD- 
HOOD DEVELOPMENT 



The Texas executive and legislative branches of government 
have given the Office of Early Childhood Development the 
assignment of developing a long-range state plan for the State' 
more than 1.2 million children under six. In light of this 
task/ there are many questions which need answering, questions 
for which you can help us develop answers. 

Parents, by and large, are doing a good jpb of raising 
their children, but at the same time an increasing number of 
people are asking for more publicly and privately supported 
child care programs. How can we improve the quality of ser- 
vices which state agencies already provide? Should the State 
provide more services? If so, what services, and to whom 
should they be offered? We come to you parents, public 
officials, professional people who work with children for 
your views and suggestions. 

First, a definition of terms. Early childhood development 
includes everything that happens in the life of a child from 
the time he is conceived until he is seven or eight years old. 
Early childhood deve lopmen t is distinguished from early child- 
hood education in that development is a term'which encompasses 
health, nutrition, family, culture, environment, and emotional 
and intellectual growth, while education is more or less 
limited to intellectual growth. 

We know through research and common sense that the family 
is the most important influence on a child's development. 
The goal of sound early childhood development is to help a 
child develop everyday effectiveness in handling his total 
environment at any given time in his life. Children should 
grow up to be responsible adults who contribute to society. 
In recent years, federal and state governments have assisted 
parents by offering programs that aid children's mental and 
physical development, Texas has responded with the following 
major programs: 

Texas Department of Health s-crippled children's services, 
tuberculosis program, maternal and child health services, 
and immunization programs; 



*The term "child care" is defined here and throughout this 
report as any type of care for the child, in or out of the 
home, on a regular basis including day care, night care, 

24-hour care, before and after school care, and infant care-- 
when unaccompanied by the parent or guardian, 
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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 



SAM HOUSTON BUILDING 



P.O. BOX 13166, CAPITOL STATION 



AUSTIN. TEXAS 7B7II 



August 31, 1973 



Dear Fellow Texans: 



A State P?Hn is presently being prepared, to formulate a 
sensitive and pi^cticable method of meeting the needs of Texas' 
youngest citizens. As a significant part of an effective 
interagency planning effort, the Office of Early Childhood 
Development, Texas Department of Community Affairs, has con- 
ducted forums throughout the State to learn the concerns and 
attitudes of parents, professionals, community leaders, and 
other interested people. The results of that effort comprise 
this document. 

Herein lie £ome crucial issues of public policy — issues 
for use in planning, programming, and administration of activ- 
ities relating to young children and their families* These 
issues warrant your concerted attention because they address 
the future of our State. 




Sinaerely, 



B. R. Fuller 
Executive Director 



BRF : gc 
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This is happening for several reasons. One reason is that 
the income of millions of families is insufficient. It re- 
quires two incomes to maintain a minimum standard of living. 
Another is the accelerating divorce rate. Women are forced to 
work or to go on welfare. Still another reason is associated 
with the struggle by some women to achieve a sense of personal 
worth as competent human beings^ separate and apart from their 
more traditional roles as wives / mothers / and homemakers. 
These Women choose to work. 

Another societal condition creating a demand for publicly 
funded preschool programs is the demise of the ext ended f ami ly . 
Historically, the primary socializing agents of the young child 
have been the family and what has been called the extended 
family/ supported by the surrounding community . Mothers not 
only nurtured their children but were busy with a multitude of 
other tasks, and therefore required and received the assistance 
of relatives, older siblings, friends, or hired help. 

Increasingly in our highly mobile society, neither the 
extended family nor the community remain intact to perform the 
traditional child care roles. Yet the basic need for these 
services persists. lese circumstances, in concert with others, 
have created an awareness of the need for child care programs 
of various types. 

In summary, let me say that we recocfnize the importance 
of the early years of life; we recognize the value of early 
childhood development; but we need your help to get us from the 
recognition to the realization of a sound workable plan for 
early childhood development. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OP THE SPEECH MADE AT EACH OF THE REGIONAL FORUMS 
BY RICHARD ORTON , ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OP THE OFFICE OF EARLY 
CH I L DHOOD DEVELOPMENT 



has already been said that the family has the prime 
i • jibility for the rearing and development of children. 

However, basic changes are occurring in that family structurej 
the break-up of the extended family ; rapid population growth 
and mobility; a rapidly spiraling divorce rate; and mothers 
entering the work force in ever increasing numbers. Many 
problems of the young child demand solutions as a result of 
these changes . 

For example/ as more mothers enter the work force^ the 
demand for quality day care which is easily accessible and 
reasonably priced increases. This demand is not a passing 
fad or fancy; it will intensify. Should society accommodate 
this demand or ignore it? 

Society and government are playing a major role in many 
areas of early childhood development already, but we are un^ 
sure about whether or not that role should be expanded- And 
if expanded, we are unsure what kind of services should be 
provided and to whom those services should go. Naturally an 
overriding concern would be the cost of those services. It 
is unclear what the state's investment should be since we 
are talking about children, the future leaders of our state. 

There are those who say that we must respond to the needs 
of the entire family, not solely to the needs of the children. 
They say that if families have good jobs and adequate incomes, 
if family members can get a good education, and if they can 
find good housing most problems about child care would resolve 
themselves. But if this is so, and if it is proposed that 
more day care, parent education, and better health care be 
provided, we might be dealing with symptoms rather than causes. 

And what about the family unwilling or unable to give 
appropriate nurture to their children? We are unsure if the 
state should intervene, and if it should, under what circum- 
stances. 

You can see that these problems do not have easy answers. 
Some children who will not receive the proper developmental 
needs as they have been defined could easily become charges 
of the state, with the costs in humane and economic terms far 
greater than what they would have been had something been done 
earlier in their lives. 



To some extent we have looked to the experts to guide us. 
There has been less research in the field, though, than we 
might hope. One well-known researcher has likened those of 
us in the child development field to persons on ships travel- 
ing in a foggy night with only a few dimly visible lights on 
the shore to guide us. 

What does the research say? One, that the early years are 
of great importance in the subsequent development of children. 
Two, the family is the most efficient and effective system for 
bringing about caro and development of children. Three, there 
is no single solution to early childhood devel opme nt problems 
because each child has individual needs at various stages of 
development. Four, some preschool programs can be shown to 
make an immediate difference in the skills and abilities of 
young children, but these differences tend to disappear unless 
they are continued and reinforced by the school and the family. 

This lack of sustained gains seems closely allied to evi- 
dence suggesting a need for education for parenting. Obviously 
the biological capacity for parenthood does not automatically 
confer good parenting skills upon a couple. All persons 
probably need to be taught these skills not long after puberty, 
but definitely before the individual actually considers parent- 
hood . 

%^ 

By extension, when parents are not able to perform their 
roles, the people who act for them (teachers and the like) 
must be skilled in dealing with young children. Those who act 
as substitute parents should be well screened and receive 
specialized training. Not everyone can take care of a young 
child well. Early childhood development is a unique field and 
requires particular skills. Furthermore, the young child's 
needs cannot be fulfilled simply by a downward extension of the 
school system as presently structured. The young child has 
needs that are decidedly different from that of the school aged 
child . 

However, more research is needed. We need to find out just 
where early childhood development begins and ends and more 
about the stages of it. There need to be studies of the long- 
term effects of extended day care on infants and the very young 
child. Studies on the effects of different quality levels of 
day care are imperative. And we can use much more informa- 
tion on the cost-effectiveness of a wide variety of programs 
for young children. 

Let me summarize by adding a few more facts to what we 
know. There are one and a quarter million children under six 
years of age in Texas and they are the adults of tomorrow. 
Their effectiveness as adults will depend to some degree on 
the quality of their early development. We know that in fami- 
lies where parents are able to adequately take care of them- 
selves and their children, the children will generally come 
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through life fairly well, Children who live in a home with 
family emphasis; who spend a good percentage of their time in 
that home; who get adequate, nutritious meals; who are examined 
periodically by doctors and dentists; and who hcive no serious 
mental or emotional problems will probably reach maturity 
without being characterized as serious social burdens. However, 
we also know that in growing up, many of those children, perhaps 
as much as 25%, will face crises serious enough to impede 
normal development and greatly increase their cost to society. 

As yet, Texas has no plan and no thought-out philosophy 
to deal with the overall situation. Each agency, public and 
private, has been "doing its own thing" with regard to young 
children. The loudest voices, rather than the voices of 
greatest need, usually have gotten the legislative response. 

The alternative to a coordinated, comprehensive state plan 
on early childhood development is to continue along the same 
path with decisions being made disjunctively, city by city, 
agency by agency; with every program having different priori- 
ties; and with consequent inequality of opportunity. 

The other alternative is to analyze the basic needs of 
children and their families and formulate a plan to meet those 
needs- That plan should define the role of the family as well 
as private and public agencies; set clear, reachable goals; 
develop a clear policy to follow; and give a full, realistic 
look at costs. 



We feel w^ need such a plan. We know you can help us by 
giving us your ideas. We are not hero as advocates of parti- 
cular solutions, but as gatherers of opinions about the needs 
of young children in Texas. 



Composite Summary of 
The Regional Forums on 
Early Childhood Development 



Participants in the regional forums on early childhood 
development came from disparate walks of life rural areas, 
townS/ large cities^ and from corners of Texas more distant 
than New York to Chicago, However/ their opinions on the 
needs of young children in their own communities were remark- 
ably similar. They strongly believed that the family had the 
ultimate responsibility for their children's development and 
that the parent-child relationship was a significant one. 
Participants felt that the family must be strengthened. They 
felt that potential and actual parents of all incomes and 
ethnic backgrounds must develop better parenting skills: 
the ability to recognize the various needs of a growing child, 
the ability to identify potentially unhealthy and dangerous 
conditir^ns or situations, and the ability to respond more 
fully to a child's developmental needs. Participants also 
felt that supportive services should be coordinated and made 
more accessible to families. Services should help parents 
learn necessary skills, provide quality care for children of 
parents who must work, and improve the general health of 
young children. 



GREATEST NEEDS INDICATED OR SERVICES WANTED: 



1. Parent education needs to be available in the public 
schools, both at the junior and senior high levels; in. commun- 
ity services connected v/ith prenatal clinics; in child care 
facilities; and in mass media* Parent education should focus 
on all areas of child development as well as family health 
and nutritional needs. Parent education should inform poten- 
tial parents about the responsibilities of parenthood and 
should stress the developmental needs of young children and 
the importance of the parental role in the child's development. 

2. Health care needs are crucial. Services should focus 
primarily on prevention; this includes early screening with 
follow-up treatment for the high-risk and handicapped child. 
Services need to be expanded as well as improved, and they need 
to include centralized referral and information systems. Nutri- 
tion and prenatal care should be given special emphasis. 

3. Coordination should be a major focus of all agencies 
and institutions providing services to young children and 
their families. A comprehensive state plan which includes 
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the state, regional and local levels is an important step 
toward total coordination of fragmented services. The plan 
should have a degree of flexibility to serve the varied needs 
in the state; it should improve accessibility of services and 
provide alternative ways of delivering services, 

4. Additional child care (day care) services are needed 
for children from working families. The quality of child care 
services needs to be improved through more stringent enforce- 
ment of present minimum standards . Child care should be more 
comprehensive by making care for infants and handicapped chil- 
dren available and by involving parents. Many opinions were 
expressed about who should receive priority for these services, 
but the need for child care, regardless of family income, was 
frequently voiced. 

5. Additional categories of needs and services: 

a. More public information needs to be available 
to assist parents ir locating services for 
their children. Also, the general public should 
be informed about the needs of young children 
and their families. An ad vocac y- support role 
among parents and public officials could make 
the general public more aware of children's 
needs . 

b. Services for the handicapped need to be expanded, 
both within programs from which they have 
traditionally been excluded, and within programs 
specifically designed for handicapped children. 
Early identification and a centralized referral 
system are important steps toward improving 
these services . 

c. Child care can best be improved by training 
competent child care workers. The stress should 
be on competency demonstrated ability to work 
with children and training should be expanded 
to meet the increasing child care needs. 

d. Transportation for children to and from avail- 
able services is a need which is difficult but 
necessary to meet. Services need to be more 
localized or transportation systems must be 
expanded to serve rural areas. 



PARENT OR PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY? 

The participants expressed the view that the family has 
ultimate responsibility for the child's overall development. 
The public, however, has a responsibility. Generally, it is 
a public responsibility to provide information to parents 



about parenting and to coordinate all services to young chil- 
dren and their families. In particular^ the public is the 
primary provider of services when the family refuses to or 
cannot provide for the services itself; however, these public 
services should include the whole family. 

PRIORITIES; 



1. Health care, specifically comprehensive health care; 
nutrition services and information; early screening and iden- 
tification of high risk children; and follow-up health services 
with the primary focus on prevention. 

2. Parenting education from the perspective of pre-parent 
awareness; parent education after the birth of the child in 
areas of child development; and parent involvement in all ser- 
vices to children. 

3. Child care (day care) services for children of working 
parents with a i emphasis on in~home care, before- and after- 
school care, night care and infant care; many alternatives to 
meet the diverse needs among communities. 

4. Coordination of services at the state, regional and 
local levels to promote greater efficiency of existing ser- 
vices and to identify gaps in services. 

5. Accessibility of services, focusing on connecting 
people with ret^ources through transportation systems, mobile 
units, referrals, and alternative delivery systems. Parents 
should be an integral part of the flow of information both to 
and from the service provider. Services should be responsive 
to family needs through availability at appropriate locations, 
convenient hours, and prices or fees charged on a sliding 
scale basis (related to income). All services should be per- 
formed without shaming or discredicing potential clients. 



TO WHOM? 

The most pervasive attitude expressed was that services, 
particularly child cans services, should be provided to all 
children regardless of family income. The criteria for 
selecting families should be bated on need for the service 
rather than on income. The provision for a sliding fee scale 
was considered as one means of supporting these services to 
all children. Other participants felt that services first 
should be provided to specific categories of high risk chil- 
dren those with handicaps, those from low- or marginal- 
income families, those with working parents oj' parents in 
training, those from single-parent families, or those from 
emotionally unstable families. 



Summaries of Regional 
Forums on Early 
Childhood Development 



Longview Forum 

December 13« 1972 

Group discussions centered around specific needs related 
to children and th'^ir families, but the general feeling was 
that there were not enough services that actually reached the 
child. 



GREATEST NEEDS INDICATED OR SERVICES WANTED; 

1. Adequate health care was the most frequently expressed 
need. There should be more comprehensive health care, includ- 
ing referrals to social service programs, nutrition education, 
and a transportation system that makes these services accessible 
Health care should be focused on prevention of illness. 

2. "Coordination'* was a key word linked to several areas 
of child arid family services: a) information coordination 
about programs; b) coordination of all existing services on a 
local, regional and statewide basis; c) coordination of rules 
and regulations governing funding and operation of child and 
family programs; and d) coordination of child development 
activities from preschool through college (continuity of care, 
training, and expertise). 

3. Education of parents, children in kindergarten through 
twelfth grade/ and the general public is needed on all aspects 
of child development. Existing community resources which help 
parents better fulfill their roles should be more widely known. 
Pre-parent education should be required ii^ school and have a 
family focus. Further education for parenting should be 
stressed by mass media and in community family life courses. 

4. Training of care-givers and teachers on the basis of 
competency is imperative for producing staff with the ability 
to work with young children. 

5. Quality child care (day care) near the home is needed 
for all families, but especially those with working mothers. 
Improved standards for day care centers and more stringent 
enforcement of those standards is essential for quality. 

6. More funds are needed for services, especially to 
special categories of children such as the retarded and the 
handicapped . 
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PARENT OR PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY? 



--Family responsibility for the overall developtuent and 
well-betrig of the child 

--Public responsibility for providing information and 

coordinated! quality services to families who need them 



PRIORITIES ] 

--Comprehensive health services which focus on prevention, 
with adequate follow-up 

--Coordination of all services delivered to families 

-^Education for all in the child development process and 
intensive parenting education 

--Better trained care-givers 

--Expanded child care (day care) with an emphasis on in- 
home care 

--Stringent enforcement of day care standards 

--Effective planning to identify needs and develop ways 
to meet them effectively and efficiently 



TO WHOM? 

It was pointed out that needs cross all economic lines, 
but emphasis should be placad on aiding low-income and dis- 
advantaged families, young parents^ parents trying to better 
themselves (training and education), and 6ne-parent families. 



LONGVIEW FORUM PARTICIPANTS 



Ms. Le% ine Allen, County Extension Agent, Quitman 

Ms. Rose Allston; Program Director, Texarkana Mental Health 

and Mental Retardation, Texarkana 
Shirley Bailey, M.D., Pediatrician, Marshall 
Harris Ballow, County School Superintendent, Athens 
Dr. Barbara Barrett, Assistant Professor, Stephen F, Austin 

State University, Nacogdoches 
Wayne Berryman, Assistant Director, Region VII Education 

Service Center, Kilgore 
Mrs. Jerry Blackwell, Teacher, Henderson Independent School 

District, Henderson 
Dwayne C, Bliss, Assistant Superintendent, Texarkana Indepen- 
dent School District, Texarkana 
Charles Bloodsworth, Assistant Superintendent, Chapel Hill 

Independent School District, Tyler 
Ms. Macra Brunson, President, East Texas Association for the 

Education of Young Children, Nacogdoches 
Ms. Carol Brower, County Extension Agent, Tyler 
Ms. Anne Buchanan, County Extension Agent, Daingerfield 
Mrs* Roy Burchfield, Director, Lamplighter, Inc., Tyler 
Ms. Huella Campbell, County Extension Agent, Mount Pleasant 
Ms. Peg Chick, Longview Service League, Longview 
Ms. Carol Collum, Kindergarten Teacher, Longview 
Ms. Denetia Connell, Director, Child Care, Bowie County 

Community Action Agency, Texarkana 
Ms. Louise Conner, Teacher, Tyler Independent School 

District, Tyler 
Ms. Fonta B. Conway, County Extension Agent, Henderson 
Ms. Mary L. Cothran, County Extension Agent, Overton 
Ms. Adeline Daniel, Curriculum Director, Liber ty-Eylau Schools, 

Texarkana 

William Danley, Administrative Director, Special Education 

Center, Texarkana 
Ms. Karen S. Daves, Director, Day Care and Head Start, 

Community Action Agency, Nacogdoches 
Ms. Angela Dickey, County Extension Agent, Paris 
Ms. Anna M. Dickey, County Extension Agent, Crockett 
Ron E. Eidson, Director, Health Planning, Deep East Council of 

Governments , Jasper 
Ms. Jane Fleischer, Family Life Education Specialist, 

Agricultural Extension Service, College Station 
Ms. Donna F r eeman , County Extension Agent , Palestine 
J. H. Geen, Director, Resource Development, Department of 

Public Welfare, Paris 
Jesse Goldfeder, M.D., Health Director, Tyler-Smith County, 

Tyler 

Ms. Marilyn Graves, Director, Lamar Opportunities Center, Inc., 
Paris 

Ms. Gladys Hampton, Regional Administrator, State Department 

of Public Welfare, Nacogdoches 
Ms. Patricia A. Hargett, County Extension Agent, Linden 
Ms. Meredith Haynes, Kindergarten Teacher, Tyler Independent 

School District, Tyler 
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LONGVIEW FORUM PARTICIPANTS (continued) 



Mrs. Sidney Heqvold, Head, Home Economics Department, 

Ambassador College, Big Sandy 
Leo P. Henry, Special Education Supervisor , Texarkana 
Robert R. Hicks, Director, Health Planning, ARK-TEX Council of 

Governments, Texarkana 
Evans C. Hood, Superintendent of Schools, Palestine Independent 

School District, Palestine 
Ms, Mildred Hostetler, President, Association for Childhood 

Education International, Paris 
David K. Huffman, Director, Caldwell Schools, Tyler 
Paul W. Hunnimen, Coordinator, Outreach, Texarkana Mental 

Health and Mental Retardation , Texarkana 
Truitt Ingram, Superintendent of Schools, Marshall Independent 

School District , Marshall 
Ms. Hazel Jackson, Director, Elementary Education, Kilgore 

Independent School District, Kilgore 
Charles E. Jenkins, Program Director, Social Services, Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare, Tyler 
Edward 0. Johnson, Program Administrator, City of Texarkana, 

Texarkana 

Ms. Charlotte S. Jones, Evaluation Administrator, City of 
Texarkana 

Mrs. J. W. Jones, Remedial Reading Aide, Simmons 

Ms. Lynette Jordan, Director, LIFT, Inc., Crockett 

Ms. Jennie C* Kitching, Family Life Specialist, Texas A&M 

University, College Station 
Ms. Joanna Lewis, County Extension Agent, Marshall 
Guy N. Martin, Program Director, Gregg-Harrison Mental Health 

and Mental Retardation, Marshall 
Lenvill Martin, Superintendent of Schools, Nacogdoches 
Ms. Margaret D. Maxwell, Program Director, Social Services, 

Department of Public Welfare, Nacogdoches 
Ms. Grace Moore, Remedial Reading Teacher, James Bowie School, 

S imms 

Ms. Jeanette Oglesby, Teacher, Texarkana Independent School 

District, Texarkana 
Ms. Harriet Sue Pace, Coordinator, Lufkin State School, Lufkin 
Ms. Ruby Parker, Retired Teacher, Paris 

Ms. Janice Patil la , Assistant Professor, Stephen F. Austin 

State University, Nacogdoches 
Dr. Virginia Pearson, Assistant Professor, Special Education, 

East Texas State University, Greenville 
Mrs. Etalcah A. Petty, County Ext ension Agent, Longview 
Ms. Elizabeth Porter, Head Start Director, Harrison-Panola 

Community Ac tion Agency, Marshall 
Ms. Sandra Risinger, County Extension Agent, Lufkin 
Ms. Gayla Roberts, County Extension Agent, Athens 
Mrs, Dean Robinson, Secretary, Community Coordinated Child Care 

(4-C) Board, Texarkana 
Ms. Suzanne Roden, Dietitian, Tyler 
James Rorie, M.D., Pediatrician, Texarkana 

Dr. Joy B. Ross, Director, Learning Center, Texas College, Tyler 



E. M. Rowland, Regional Administrator/ State Department of 

Public Welfare, Tyler 
Dr. Margaret E. Ruckor, Assistant Professor, Stephen F, Austin 

State University, Nacogdoches 
Ms. Thelma Saba, Public Health Nurse, Tyler 

Ms. Nettie Shaw, Director, Curriculum, Carthage Independent 

School District, Carthage 
C, L. Simon, V ic e P r i nc i pa 1 , Nacogdoches Independent School 

District, Nacogdoches 
Mrs. Dale Simpson, Executive Director, Gregg County Association 

for Retarded Children , Longview 
Ms. Evelyn L. Simpson, County Extension Agent, Gilmer 
Gallic W. Smith, Superintendent, Longview Independent School 

District, Longview 
Ms. Nancy Swain, Board Chairman, Lamar Opportunities Center, 

Paris 

A. D. Taylor, Principal, Mount Pleasant Independent School 

District, Mount Pleasant 
Norman Tuel , County Superintendent, Gilmer 

Ms. Faye V^armsley, Head Start Director, Rusk-Cherokee Community 

Action Program, Henderson 
Ms. Janie L. Washington, County Extension Agent, Boston 
Ms. Ruth S. Washington, Center Director, Angelina County 

Citizen Chamber of Commerce, Lufkin 
Ms. Velma M. Waters, County Extension Agent, College Station 
Ms. Lucille Watson, County Extension Agent, Canton 
Ms. Johnnie Lou Weatherly, County Extension Agent, Rusk 
Jim Whitley, County School Superintendent, Henderson 
Ms* Levarne Williams, Child Care Program Administrator, Bowie 

County Community Action Agency, Texarkana 
Tony N, Williams, Director, Criminal Justice and Social Service 

Planning, East Texas Council ot* Governments, Kilgore 
Frances H. Willis, Executive Director, Gregg-Harrison Mental 

Health and Mental Retardation, Marshall 
Ms. Diana Wilson, Director, Community Coordinated Child Care 

{4-C ) , Texarkana 
Ms. Vida Jo Wooten, Coordinator, Elementary Instruction, Tyler 

Independent School District, Tyler 



McAllen F orum 

February 14 , 1973 

The general feeling of the participants was that care of 
young children should be carefully planned to meet the individ- 
ual needs of each child and his family. There was a special 
emphasis on the bilingual needs in this region and the impor- 
tance of developing a healthy self-concept in children. 



GREATEST NEEDS INDICATED OR SERVICES WANTED; 

1. Wecan strengthen the care and education of the pre- 
school child by helping him develop heal thy self -concept s , 
stimulating peer and teacher interaction, and emphasizing 

af f oc ti ve domain rather than cognitive. Curricula including 
activities designed to develop oral language and social skills — ^ 
should adjust to the individual needs of the child. 

2. Early parent education and training in the art of 
parenting is lacking. This education should be individualized, 
including bilingual and bicultural training whenever appropriate. 
Teaching child development and parenting skills to present and 
potential parents would encourage them to become involved in 
their children's development. Parent se 1 f -help and discussion 
groups should be formed, and special emphasis should be placed 
on the status of parents (they should be held in high regard 

by the community.) 

3. Bilingual and bicultural education of children and 
families need expansion, especially for those whose mother 
tongue is Spanish including migrants. Language development 
training should adjust to the individual child and should 
receive continuous attention. 



4* Health services, especially preventive care and early 
screening, are in serious need of expansion. Malnutrition is 
common in this region of Texas. Expanded heal th services 
should include prenatal care, nutrition education, home health 
exams, treatment after diagnosis, and better trained health 
personnel. Providing services to isolated, rural areas is 
imperative. 

5. Public agencies need better coordinated programs, more 
communication, improved methods of delivering services (facility 
location and hours should be suited to program clientele), and 
family involvement at all levels. Services should be provided 
with empathy, should assist the whole family, and should 
encourage self -ini t iat ive . 
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6, Child caro (day care), including Head Start, needs 
expansion and should be based on need rather than on family 
income (it could be provided on a sliding fee scale basis). 
Child care staff training should be competency-based^ and child 
caro staff should receive higher salaries. The key to much of 
this is money* 



P ARENT OR PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY ? 

It was felt that parents should be involved in all services 
provided to their children because at present the parents' 
wishes and feelings are often not considered in programs. 



PRIORITIES ! 

--Expansion of health services/ especially in the areas 
of nutrition, early screening, and treatment 

--Expansion of parent education, involvement and aware- 
ness by using public schools and by training parent 
volunteers 



--More trained personnel to work with children (all 
should be competent and licensed) 

--More conpr ehensi ve child development programs with 
in-home emphasis 

--Increased child ^^are (day care) services to working 
mothers/ better enforcement of child care regulations 



TO WHOM? 



It was the consensus that low-income families may need 
services the most, but services should be available to all 
(on a sliding fee scale if necessary) . 
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MCALLEN FORUM PARTICIPANTS 



Gilberto R. Aguilar, Parent, Kingsville 
Ms, Lucila Aguilar, Parent, Kingsville 

Ms, Hcrminia Aguinaga, Director, Maverick County, Community 

Coordinated Child Care (4-C) , Eagle Pass 
Ms, Sonja Albro, Learning Disabilities Teacher, Kingsville 
Ms, Gloria Alvarado, Parent, Beeville 
Ms. Frances Alvarez, Parent, Brownsville 

Dr» . Susan Ander, Assistant Professor, Pan-American University, 
Edinburg 

Ms, Adelaide Arismendez, Community Service Aide, Department 

of Public Welfare, Beeville 
Ms. Ruth Marie Bakke, Chief Nurse Coordinator, Corpus Christi 
Ed Bedsley, Curriculum Director, Weslaco 

Arnoldo Benavides, Head Start Regional Training Officer, 

Pan-American University, Edinburg 
Nathaniel Best, Parent and Chairman, Head Start Council, 
Falfurrias 

Alva L. Blaine, M.D., Pediatrician, Corpus Christi 
Ms. Yvonne B. Bodin, County Extension Agent, Falfurrias 
Ernest M. Briones, Director, Department of Urban Development, 

Corpus Christi 
Ms. Jane Briones, Parent, Corpus Christi 

Mrs. Royce E* Brumley, Principal, Donna Primary, Donna 
Ms. Peg Carter, Coordinator, First Christian Day Care, Corpus 
Christi 

Gonzalo Chapa, Jr., Executive Director, Community Action Agency 

of South Texas, Alice 
Ms. Gayle Clemons/ Elementary Principal, Weslaco 
Mrs. Hugh Roy Cook, Regional Administrator, Department of 

Public Welfare, Corpus Christi 
Ms. Olga Cortez, Parent, Corpus Christi 

S. P. Cowan, Superintendent, Rio Grande Independent School 

District, Rio Grande City 
Ms. Ruthe B. Cowl, Director, Cowl Rehabilitation Center, Laredo 
Ms. Bertha Cruz, Deputy Project Nurse, Children and Youth 

Project, Corpus Christi 
Ms. Mildred Davison, Director, Baptist Day Care, Portland 
Ms. Joyce Donaho, Director, Day Care Center, Zapata 
Harold R. Dooley, Executive Director, Region I, Education 

Service Center, Edinburg 
Ms, Nancy Dowell, Assistant Professor, Pam-American University, 
Ed inburg 

Ms. Linda Earls, Kindergarten Teacher, Pharr-San Juan-Alamo 

School District, McAllen 
Ms. Hilda Escobar, Primary Supervisor, Mission Independent 

School District, Mission 
Ms. Emma Forrest, Coordinator, Oral Language, Harlingen Inde- 
pendent School District, Harlingen 
Ms. Barbara Fowler, County Extension Agent, Edinburg 
Ms. Janie Garcia, Parent, v orpus Christi 

Ms. Nilda L. Garcia, Migrant Supervisor, Robstown Independent 
School District, Robstown 
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MCALLEN r'ORUM PARTICIPANTS (continued ) 



Ms. Leora R. Garrett, Supervisor, Donna Primary, Donna 
Ms. Elma 0. Garza, Child Development Coordinatori Multi- 
purpose Center, Rio Grande City 
George J. Garza, Professor, Pan-American University, Edinburg 
Ms. Linda Gifford, Child Development Specialist, Department 

Kj£ Public Welfare, Corpus Christi 
Ms. Virginia Gilbert, Early Childhood Education Consultant, 

Region I Education Service Center, Edinburg 
Ms. Anais H, Glocki Director, Methodist Day Care, Kingsville 
Dr. John W. Clock, Dean, School of Education, Texas A&I 

University, Kingsville 
Ms. Ruth Clover, Executive Director, Easter Seal Society, 
McAllen 

Ms. Irma Gomez, President, Association for Retarded Children, 
McAllen 

Edward Gonzaies, Curriculum Director, Edcouch Independent 

School District, Edcouch 
Ms. Lydia Gonzales, Head Start Director, Alice 

Ms. Cynthia G. Gorman, Child Development Specialist, Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare, Laredo 

Ms. Maria Guerra, Curriculum Specialist, Edinburg Independent 
School District, Edinburg 

Ms. Johnnie Mae Haun, Assistant Professor, Texas A&I University, 
Kingsville 

Ms. Brownie L. Henslee, President, Texas Licensed Child Care 

Association, Richard son 
Ms. Josie Hernandez, Parent, Corpus Christi 

Nick Huestis, Executive Director, Nueces County, Mental Health 

and Mental Retardation, Corpus Christi 
Albert Hughes, Counselor, Edcouch-Elsa Independent School 

District, Edcouch 
C. J. Jungman, Superintendent, Jim Hogg County Independent 

School District, Hebbronville 
Lowell Kepp, M. D., Physician, Corpus Christi 
Ms. Louise King, County Extension Agent, Raymondville 
Ms. L. Valerie Koistra, Early Childhood Education Consultant, 

Region i Education Service Center, Edinburg 
Glen E. Kost, Director, Comprehensive Health Planning, Coastal 

Bend Council of Governments, Corpus Christi 
Bert D. Levine, Associate Professor, Pan-American University, 

Ed inburg 

Richard W. Light, Coordinator, Pharr-San Juan-Alamo Independent 

School District, Pharr 
Ms* Solia Lopez, Head Start Parent, Falfurrias 

Walter Lukaszek, Counselor, Esperanza Home for Boys, Browns- 
ville 

Travis Massey, Elementary Principal, Edcouch 
Ms. Margaret McCarver, Director, Elementary Education, 
Har 1 ingen 

Ms. Clara McCord, Principal, David Wicks School, Corpus Christi 
Beto Medrano, Residence Supervisor, Erperanza Home for Boys, 
Brownsville 

O 
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Roberto Mejia, M.D., Medical Director, Driscoll Children's 

Hospital, Corpus Christi 
J. Moore, Executive Director, Coastal Bend Youth City, 

Corpus Christi 
Mrs. Melvin Moore, Day Care Home, Rockport 

Guadalupe Y, Morales, Migrant Consultant, Region IT Education 

Service Center, Corpus Christi 
Ms. Arlene Moreno, Vice-President, Teens Aid Retarded, 

Brown svi lie 

Robert L. Nichols, Director, Special Education, Donna 
W. S* Nichols, Coordinator, Sponsored Projects, McAllen 
Ms. Harriet Padalecki, Coanty Extension Agent, Alice 
Ms. Ida A. Perez, County Extension Agent, Rio Grande City 
Ms. Evelyn Pfeil, Caseworker, Visually Handicapped Children, 
Harlingen 

Trinidad Pina, Program Developer, San Juan 

Lee Prodoehl, Mental Retardation Director, Hidalgo County 
Mental Health and Mental Retardation, Edinburg 

Ms. Ellen Rampy, County Extension Agent, Laredo 

Ms. Shirley Ray, Coordinator, Elementary Instruction, Corpus 
Independent School District, Corpus Christi 

Manuel J. Raymond, Regional Administrator, Department of 
Public Welfare, Laredo 

Ms. Ruth Rivera, Parent, Corpus Christi 

Jerry D. Robins, Primary Principal, George West Independent 

School District, George West 
Esteban Rueda, Assistant Director, Maverick County Community 

Coordinated Child Care (4-C), Eagle Pass 
Fernando Salinas, Head Start Director, Hidalgo County, Edinburg 
Ms. Olivia Saracho, Child Development Associate Project 

Director, Pan-American University, Edinburg 
C. T. Shelton, Superintendent, Roma Independent School 

District, Roma 

Marion Shirah, Executive Director, Hidalgo County Mental 

Health and Mental Retardation, Edinburg 
Ms. Edyth Short, Health Planner, Lower Rio Grande Valley 

Council of Governments, Mc Allen 
Ms. Elia Sloss, Career Development and Training Specialist, 

Community Action Agency, Corpus Christi 
M. R. Smith, County Superintendent of Schools, Edinburg 
Ms. Rosemary Smith, Coordinator, Instructions, McAllen Inde- 
pendent School District, Mc Allen 
Benjamin Suchoff, M.D., Physician, Corpus Christi 
Ms. Janet Sullivan, County Extension Agent, San Benito 
Dr. Thomas Tope, Jr., Executive Director, Region II Education 

Service Center, Corpus Christi 
Michael P. Tristan, M.D., Physician, Corpus Christi 
David Valdez, Head Start Director, Beeviile 
Leo Valdez, Superintendent, La Joya Independent School 

District, La Joya 
Albert E. Villarreal, Program Administrator, Early Childhood 

Development Center, Corpus Christi 



MCALLEN FORUM PARTICIPANTS (continued) 

Oscar L. Villarreal, Executive Directori Texas Migrant 
Council, Laredo 

Ms. Betty Wallace, Nursery Supervisor, Texas A&I University, 
Kingsville 

Sister Margaret V. Walsh, R.S.N,, Hidalgo County Mental 

Health and Mental Retardation, Edinburg 
James G. Walthall, Director, Special Education, Region I 

Education Service Center, Harlingen 
Ms. Ruth Wessels, Director, Peter Pan Day School, Corpus 

Christ i 

Ken White, Superintendent, Mission Independent' School 

District, Mission 
Helen V^oods, M.D., Pediatrician, Corpus Christi 
Ms. Victoria B. Yazak, Reading Teacher, Edinburg Independent 

School District, Edinburg 
Ms* Julia Young, Consultant, Visually Handicapped Children, 

Commission for the Blind, Austin 
Francisco G. Zarate, Executive Director, Community Action 

Agency of South Texas, Rio Grande City 



ERLC 



El Paso Forum 



March 6, 1973 

The general feeling of the participants was that children 
have pressing, unmet needs that must be addressed; primarily 
through the family. 



GREATSST NEEDS INDICATED OR SERVICES WANT ED; 

1 . The need to inform, involve and educate parents in 
their role as parents. Formal parent education should be made 
available to all families. There should be comprehensive, 
flexible programs which meet the individual needs of each child 
and help establish healthy family relationships. These pro- 
grams should cover health care, nutrition, assessment and 
detection of childhood problems, and awareness of the child 
development process. These programs should be required of 
potential parents in junior high and high suhonl, 

2. The need to eliminate poverty conditions surrounding 
children: inadequate clothing, poor housing, little or nn 
medical care, poor nutrition, little food and inadequate 
transportation to needed services. This can be accomplished 
if information concerning assistance to families is more 
widely known, the eligibility expanded, and the barriers removed 
that keep services from children. 

3. The expansion of services in health and nutrition. 
Coordination could eliminate duplication and ov3rlapping. 
Providing transportation systems and locating programs wherever 
needs are greatest are essential for servicing rural areas and 
poor families. 

4. Better services for the handicapped child. Present 
services could be more effective and efficient by establishing 
a centralized referral system. 

5. The lack of quality child care (day care). Families 
deprived of child care because of financial difficulties can 
suffer many other problems. Quality training is necessary for 
all child care workers. 

6. The replacing of small, categorical programs for 
children with more comprehensive and accessible programs 
for example, programs which include health, education, and 
child care (day care) ♦ 

7. Need for bilingual training for Spanish-speaking chil- 
dren who lack English proficiency. 
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PARENT OR PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY? 



--Parents have responsibility for the overall development 
of the child. Parent involvement in programs is essen- 
tial in the fulfillment of the parental role. 

--Public responsibility was linked to providing for the 
greatest needs of the entire community, including the 
need for information. Prevention of child abuse is a 
mandatory public responsibility on behalf of the child. 



PRIORITIES ; 

--Coordination of services with emphasis on a home-based 
approach; continuity between programs; integration of 
all categories of children (including handicapped and 
retarded) into single coordinated programs 

--Better trained child care personnel who are given con- 
tinuous in-service training 

--Bilingual education for all children who need it, 
beginning at age three or younger 

--Parent education with a strong focus on child develop- 
ment 

--Expansion of services in areas of health/ nutrition, 
medical screening/ treatment, and follow-up care 



TO WHOM? 

While handicapped, poor children, and one-parent families 
have more acute needs, services should be available to all 
children and families on a voluntary basis* 
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EL PASO FORUM PARTICIPANTS 



James A. Abernathy, Supervisor, Texas Rehabilitation Commission, 
El Paso 

Ms. Cata Adkins, Program Director, Department of Public Welfare, 
El Paso 

Dr. Patricia D, Adkins, Language Consultant, Early Learning 

Center, El Paso 
Ms. Bertha Aguirro, Teacher, Memorial Park School, El Paso 
Ms. Anne Ahlenius, Child Development Specialist, Young Womens 

Christian Association Day Care Conter, El Paso 
Ms. Margaret Albold, Chief Nurse, Health Department, El Paso 
Mrs. Alfred Alvarado, Parent, El Paso 

Juan Amador, Mental Retardation Director, El Paso Mental Health 

and Mental Retardation, El Paso 
Ms. Tina Baca, Head Start Nurse, El Paso Independent School 

District, El Paso 
Dale Baker, M.D., Health Program Specialist, Region Three 

Health Departifent, El Paso 
Mrs. Thonas Bartholomew, Junioi: Woman's Club of El Paso, El Paso 
Ms. Marian Bartram, Coordinator, Homemaking Education, Ysleta 

Independent School District, El Paso 
Ms. Mildred Bennett , Special Education Director, Ysleta Inde- 
pendent School District, El Paso 
Forrest Binion, Assistant Superintendent, Ysleta Independent 

School District, El Paso 
John L. Bradley, M.D., Regional Director, Region Three Health 

Department, El Paso 
Ira A. Budwig, M.D., El Paso Rehabilitation Center, El Paso 
Ms. Lucy Burciaga, Social Worker, Canutilla Head Start, 

Canut i 11 a 

Lewis R. Burtcti, Coordinator, Aging Program, West Texas Council 

of Governments, El Paso 
Ms. Maria Patricia Caminos, Volunteers in Service to America 

(VISTA) Volunteer, El Paso 
Ms. Mary D. Cantwell, Parent, El Paso 

Glen Carrigan, Counselor, Texas Rehabilitation Commission, 
El Paso 

Ms. Mary Lou Carroll, Young Womens Christian Association Day 
Care, El Paso 

Ms. Vada Caruthers, Teacher, Child Development Laboratory, 
El Paso 

Ms. Darla Chafin, El Paso Mental Health and Mental Retardation 

Board Member, El Paso 
Ms. Angelina Contreras, Region XIX Education Service Center, 

El Paso 

Mrs. Danny Cordoni, Parent, El Paso 

Ms. Helen Crank, Assistant Director, Skyline Baptist Day Care, 
El Paso 

Ms. lola B. Crumady, Director, McCall Day Nursery, El Paso 
Ms. Carmen Daley, El Paso Mental Health and Mental Retardation 

Board Member, El Paso 
Everett E. Davis, Associate Professor, University of Texas at 

El Paso, El Paso 
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EL PASO FORUM PARTICIPANTS (continued) 



G. Day, Consultantr El Paso Independent School District, 
El Paso 

Ms. Myrna Deckert, Executive Director, Young Womens Christian 

Association, El Paso 
Ms. Helga De La Rosa, Parent, El Paso 

Ms* Loretta Dennig, Preschool Director, Childhaven Day Care, 
El Paso 

Dr. J, W. Donaldson, Executive Director, Region XVIII 

Education Service Center, Midland 
Tom Dunham, Rural Services Coordinator, West Texas Council of 

Governments, Sierra Blanca 
Ms. Antoinette Empson, Special Education Supervisor, Ysleta 

Independent School District, El Paso 
Ms. Evelyn Feebach, Consultant, El Paso Independent School 

District, El Paso 
Ms. Otha Ferguson, Homemaking Teacher, Ysleta Independent 

School District, El Paso 
Ms. Joan Fox, Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) 

Volunteer, El Paso 
Ms. Diana L. Fry, Preschool Director, Young Womens Christian 

Association, El Paso 
Mrs. Henry Garcia, Parent, El Paso 

Gus Georges, Area Supervisor, Commission for the Blind, 
EI Paso 

C. G. Hackett, Psychologist, El Paso Guidance Center, El Paso 
Richard C. Hagerty, Director of Planning, United Way, El Paso 
Kenyon Haywood, Counselor, Texas Rehabilitation Commission, 
El Paso 

iMs* Rilene Hefner, Preschool Learning Center, Pecos 
Ms. Mavis Herbenar, Parent, El Paso 

Ms. Minnette Hewitt, Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) 
Volunteer, El Paso 

J. Lyle Hill, Administrative Director, El Paso Mental Health 
and Mental Retardation, El Paso 

Ben R. Howell, ^State Board of Education Member, El Paso 

James G. Huckaby, Superintendent, Fort Stockton Independent 
School District, Fort Stockton 

James E. Huddleston, Jr., M.D., Executive Director, El Paso 
Mental Health and Mental Retardation, El Paso 

Ms* Virginia Ingersoll, Consultant, Nursing, El Paso Indepen- 
dent School District, El Paso 

Dr. Rosa Lee Johnson, Psychologist, El Paso 

Ms. Dorothy Johnston, Kindergarten Principal, Pecos-Bar stow 

Independent School District, Pecos 
Ms. Veronica Kastrin, El Paso Child Guidance , El Paso 
Girrard Kinney, Anthony Independent School District , Anthony 
Ms. Susan Kluckmann, Department of Public Welfare, El Paso 
Ms. Carol Koss, Teacher, Early Learning Center, El Paso 
Ms. Frances Kroemer, Consultant, El Paso Independent: School 

District, El Paso 
Lee G. Kruse, President, Association for Retarded Children, 

El Paso 
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James Lock, Jr., Supervisor, Texas Rehabilitation Commission, 
El Paso 

Ms. Doris Long, iitaff, Immanuel Baptist Day Care Center, 
El Paso 

Bill Marrietta, Texas Commission for the Blind, El Paso 
Ms, Theresa Marrietta, Parent, El Paso 
Ms. Joy Martin, Parent, El Paso 

Ms, Margarite Mars, Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) 

Volunteer, El Paso 
Mrs, Mike McCowan, Mental Health and Mental Retardation Board 

Member, El Paso 
Mrs. Jim Meiser, Parent, El Paso 
Ms. Alice Mendo7,a, Parent, El Paso 

Ms. Fern Milchen, Supervisor, School Nurses, Ysleta Indepen- 
dent School District, El Paso 
Ms. Jane B. Moore, Mayor, Balm or he a 
Ms. Mary Morrison, Parent, El Paso 

Ms. Florence Munn, Instructor, College of Education, 

University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso 
Ms. Georgina Navarro, Administrator, El Paso Head Start, 

El Paso 

Ms. Helen Neighbor, County Extension Agent, Kl Paso 

Laurance N. Nickey, M.D., Pediatrician, El Paso 

Ms. Margaret O'Briant, Supervisor, El Paso School Lunchroom, 

El Paso Independent School District, El Paso 
Ms. Noel A. Oswald, El Paso Association for Retarded Children, 

El Paso 

Ms. Elizabeth Palos, Department of Public Welfare, El Paso 
Robert Pena, Counselor, Texas Rehabilitation Commission, 
El Paso 

Rojelio Perez, Executive Director, Uvalde Community Action 
Agency , Uvalde 

Al Pinion, Consultant, El Paso Independent School District, 
El Paso 

Ms. Marcia Pircia, Speech Therapist, El Paso Rehabilitation 
Center, El Paso 

Ms. Mary Polk, Kindergarten Teacher, Ysleta Independent School 

District, El Paso 
Mrs. Ernie Popham, Parent, El Paso 

Joe Ptasnik, Director, Guidance and Special Education, El Paso 

Independent 3chool District, El Paso 
Dr. Faye Puthoff, Psychologist, Early Learning Center, El Paso 
Morris V. Pyle, Director, El Paso Community Coordinated Child 

Care (4-C) , El Paso 
Ms. Dian Reed, County Extension Agent, Pecos 
Sister Renee, Saint Margaret Center, El Paso 

Bernard F. Rosenblum, M.D., Director, El Paso Health Depart- 
ment, El Paso 

Ms. Linda Rossi, Anthony Independent School District, Anthony 
Ms. Margaret Schmucker, Speech Therapist, El Paso Independent 
School District, El Paso 



EL PASO FORUM PARTICIPANTS (continued) 



Ms. Susan Scott, Staff, Immanuel Baptist Day Care Center, 
El Paso 

A, G. Skousen, Culberson County School Superintendent, 
Van Horn 

Ms. Meredith Spangler, Special Education Consultant, El Paso 

Independent School District, El Paso-— 
Ms. lone G. Stroud, Consultant, El Paso Independent School 

District , El Paso 
Alex Stuart, Parent, El Paso 

Ms. Alma W. Thorn, Lunchroom Supervisor, El Paso Independent 

School District, El Paso 
Ms. Mary Thompson, School Nurse, Ysleta Independent School 

District, El Paso 
Dr. John E. Uzer, Executive Director, Region XIX Education 

Service Center, El Paso 
Mrs. Henry Valdez, Parent, El Paso 

Dr. Carl Walker, Professor, University of Texas at El Paso, 
El Paso 

Dr. R. W. Walker, Psychologist, El Paso 

Ms. Barbara Welch, Social Worker, Early Learning Center, 
El Paso 

Carroll Welch, Elementary Principal, Clint Independent School 

District , Clint 
Bob White, El Paso Rehabilitation Center, El Paso 
Dr. P* H. Whitworth, Psychologist, Associate Professor, 

University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso 
Doyle Ziler, Hudspeth County Judge, Sierra Blanca 
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Dallas Forum 



March 21, 1973 

The overriding concern of participants was the improve- 
ment of the quality and scope of services to children* Needs 
were expressed in a variety of areas. However, it was generally 
felt that coordination/ communication, and cooperation were the 
most effective means of developing a sensitive and efficient 
system for delivering needed services to young children and 
their families. 



GREATEST NEEDS INDICATED OR SERVICES WANTED: 



1. Coordination, communication, and cooperation were 
expressed as great needs. There should be interagency coordi- 
nation and cooperation to avoid gaps in some services and 
overlaps in others, as well as to deliver comprehensive ser- 
vices. More unified and coordinated services should be devel- 
oped so that the whole family rather than its members being 
segregated by age groupings is served. All services should 
be variable and sensitive to individual needs and conditions. 
Communication is essential to the entire process: communica- 
tion between agencies, between clientele, and between agencies 
and clientele, so that services may be coordinated, improved, 
and more directly linked to client needs. 

2. Parent education was seen as essential. This need 
encompasses general parenting skills, child development, early 
childhood education, and recognition of health conditions and 
problems. Parent and pre-parent education can be taught in 
public schools beginning as early as the sixth grade. Adult 
parent education classes can be conducted in a wide variety of 
places (in child care [day care] centers, for example). Parent 
education and involvement should be a necessary component of 
all programs for children. Every community should be involved 
in this kind of effort. 

3. In terms of existing services, the general and special- 
ized care needs for emotionally disturbed, physically handi- 
capped and mentally handicapped children were expressed as 
severe. 

4. Expanded health and nutritional services were called 
for. Health screening, follow-up services, and nutritional 
services need expansion, especially in rural areas. The 
present health situation can be expressed as deficient in terms 
of preventive medicine; care for ill, newborn children; early 
identification of high risk children; and general availability 
of public health services. 
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6. Misco llaiicous needs included be tter- trained and more 
competent child care-givers, transportation systems to connect 
children and families with services, the whole spectrum of 
family planning services including service agency coordination, 
community volunteer development, home-based and foster care 
services, alcoholism prevention, more social service workers, 
and citizen and community advocacy of early childhood and family 
services . 



PARENT OR PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY? 

The participants expressed the general view that parents 
were responsible for imparting a sense of values to their 
children and for their growth and development in the home. 
Public responsibility was only for supplementing that role 
in the areas cf parent education, service integration and 
coordination, parental involvement in service delivery and 
for informing parents and the community at large about available 
services . 



PRIORITIES ; 

The three top priorities were: 1) parent education; 
2) child care (especially for children of working mothers and 
low-income families, infants, emotionally disturbed children 
and mentally and physically handicapped children, and for 
children after school); and 3) service coordination and informa- 
tion . 

Lesser but still strongly articulated priorities were: 
be tter- trained and more competent care-givers; transportation 
services; alternative methods of service delivery; home-based 
services, rural outreach services; better day care center 
licensing; and better preventive health services. 



TO WHOM? 

It was generally contended that services should be made 
available to children of low-^income families, those of "near 
poor" families, and those of some middle-^income families. Some 
participants preferred that services be available for emotion- 
ally disturbed, and mentally and physically handicapped children. 
Also, some participants felt that services specifically should 
go to the children of working parents and that perhaps service 
availability should be based on measures other than income 
alone, measures such as a family's lack of emotional stability. 
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DALLAS FORUM PARTICIPANTS 



F. M. Adams, Superintendent, Lancaster Independent School 

District, Lancaster 
Ms. Lena Adian, Head Start Teacher, Coleman 
Ms. Lillian A. Alexander, Elementary Supervisor, Ennis 

Independent School District, Ennis 
Ms. Frances Allen, Deputy Assistant Superintendent, Dallas 

Independent School District, Dallas 
Ms. Verna R. Bagley, Head Start Regional Training Officer, 

Texas Woman's University, Denton 
Bill J. Baker, Director, Child Care, Buckner Benevolences, 

Dallas 

Lee Bakor, Director, Treatment and Program, Easter Seal 

Society , Dallas 
Dr. Wilma Bardwell, Assistant Professor, Early Childhood 

Education, East Texas State University, Texarkana 
Ms. R. K. Earner, Director, Lake Highlands Kindergarten, 

Dallas 

John L. Barnett, Fort Worth Independent School District, 
Fort Worth 

Harold Beam, Superintendent, Vernon Independent School 

District, Vernon 
Mrs. Jack Bell, Kindergarten Teacher, Kerens 
James M. Benjamin, Superintendent, Denton Independent 

School District, Denton 
Ken Bennett, Executive Director, United Fund, Wichita Falls 
Mrs. W. A. Blessing, Owner, Hobby Horse Day Care, Fort Worth 
Ms. Dona Brewer, County Extension Agent, Weatherford 
Ms. Lela D. Briscoe, Parent and Chairman, Head Start Policy 

Council, Waco 

Mrs. H. B. Brous, Owner-Director, Private School, Fort Worth 
Mrs. Oscar G. Brown, Owner-Director, Cottage School, Clyde 
Ms. Mary Bucklew, Kindergarten Teacher, Sanger 
Ms. Alberta Campbell, Parent, Dallas 

George Campbell, Head Start Director, Dallas Community Action 
Agency, Dallas 

Ms. Frances Yvonne Carroll, Dallas Association for Childhood 

Education International, Dallas 
Ms. Joyce Cashell, Director, Special Education, Mesquite 

Independent School District, Mesquite 
Dr. A. D. Castle, Professor, East Texas State University, 

Commerce 

Ms. Lucille Champion, Owner, Champion School, Dallas 
Dr. Gwendolyn D. Chance, Director, Institute of Early Child- 
hood Education, Dallas 

G. R. Coker, Director, Dallas County Welfare, Dallas 

K. H. Conatser, President, Garland Association for Retarded 

Children, Garland 
Ms. Jane Cornick, Child Development Specialist, Department of 

Public Welfare, Dallas 
Ms. Kay Court, Child Development Associate Consultant, Texas 

Woman's University, Denton 
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(continued ) 



Ms. Margaret H. Cone, Child Development Consultant, Dallas 
Ms. Rita Crump, Homemaking Teacher, Mesquite High School, 
Mesquite 

Raymond E. Curtis, Superintendent, Weatherford independent 

School District, Weatherford 
Danny Cushman, Executive Director, Action Planning Council, 

Waco 

Ms. Kathryn Dean, Homemaking Teacher, Irving Independent 

School District, Irving 
Bill L. Denton, Dallas County Mental Health and Mental 

Retardation, Dallas 
Ms. Maybeth E. Dreyfus, Parent and Head Start Advisory Council, 

Fort Worth 

Tommie L. Duncan, Executive Director, Tarrant County Mental 

Health and Mental Retardation, Fort Worth 
Ms. Betty L. Ecker, Director, Gr'^enville Outreach Clinic, 

Greenville 

Ms. Helen Farabee, President, Texas Association for Mental 
Health, Austin 

Ms. Christine Felder, Director, United Community Center, Vernon 
Ms. Gail Ferguson, Administrative Assistant, Nortex Council of 

Governments, Wichita Falls 
Curtis J. Firkins, Psychologist, Fort Worth 
David K. Fooshee, Psychologist, Dallas 

Ms. Ann Freeman, Staff Development Coordinator, Dallas 
Community Coordinated Child Care (4-C) , Dallas 

Ms. Elizabeth French, Owner, Mother Goose Nursery, Fort Worth 

Ms. Dianne Friend, Supervisor, Early Childhood Education, Waco 
Independent School District, Waco 

Dr. H. M. Fullerton, Executive Director, Region IX Education 
Service Center, Wichita Falls 

Mrs. Bernard Gardman, Preschool Director, Association for the 
Education of Young Children, Fort Worth 

Dr. Delores Gardner, President, Texas Association for Child- 
hood Education? Professor, Texas Woman's University, Denton 

Ms. Rosalind Giles, Regional Administrator, Department of 
Public Welfare, Dallas 

Ms. Anadelia Gonzales, Administrative Assistant, City of 
Dallas , Dallas 

Ms. Lois Green, D-'rector, Green Acre School, Dallas 

Bob Greene, Parent, Grand Prairie 

Ms. Mary Greene, State Director, Children's Television Workshop 
Dallas 

Ms. Iris Harrison, Consultant, Region XII Education Service 
Center, Waco 

Jack D, Harwell, Community Services Advisor, Housing and Urban 

Development, Dal las 
Ms. Marianne Hayes, Rehabilitation Specialist, Dallas Day Care 

Center, Dallas 

Wayne Hendrick, Superintendent, Piano Independent School 
District, Piano 
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Ms, Brownie L, Henslee, President, Texas Licensed Child Care 

Associationi Richardson 
Charles R. Herd, Fxocutive Director, Hill County Community 

Action Agency, Hillsboro 
Eric Hermansen, Director, Operations, Community Action Agency, 

Wichita Falls 

Dr. Bettie Herring, Consultant, Vocational Education, Fort 

Worth Independent School District, Fort Worth 
Ms. Vivian A. Hicks, Institute of Early Childhood Education, 

Texas Christian University, Fort Worth 
Ms. Pamela Hoffman, Director, Preschool Program, Dallas 

Services for Blind Children, Dallas 
Ms. Mary Horn, Caseworker, Visually Handicapped Children, 

Commission for the Blind, Dallas 
Ms. Pat Hovatter, Day Care Association, Dallas 
Ms. Kathy Hurt, Denton State School Outreach, Greenville 
Ms. Sara Isaacs, Elementary Coordinator, Piano Independent 

School District, PJano 
Dale Jackson, M.D., Physician, Lewisville 
Ms. Mildred P. Johnson, Head Start Director, Waco 
Dr. Virginia Jolly, Psychologist, Texas Woman's University, 

Denton 

Dale H. Karpe, Health Planner, West Central Council of Govern- 
ments , Abilene 

Ms. Jerline Kennedy, Coordinator, Home and Family Life, Dallas 

Independent School District, Dallas 
Dr. Beverly King, Associate Professor, Director of Child 

Development, Texas Christian University, Fort Worth 
Juanita Kirby, M.D., Psychiatrist, Director, Dallas State 

Mental Health Clinic, Dallas 
Sister Ann Korkmas, Literary t>ervices Librarian, Dallas 
Ms. Patt Laidler, Executive Director, Family Counseling and 

Child Services, Waco 
Dr. Del Lawhon, Professor, Child Development, College of House- 
hold Arts and Sciences, Texas Woman's University, Denton 
Ms. Mary Jo Ledbetter, Educational Diagnostician, Pine Tree 

Independent School District, Longview 
Ms. Carol Wheeler Liston, President, Dallas Association for 

the Education of Young Children, Dallas 
Ms. Lottye Lyle, Coordinator, Special Education, Richardson 

Independent School District, Richardson 
Stephen Maddox, M.D., Pediatrician and President, Texas 

Pediatric Society, Fort Worth 
Mrs. Charles Marcus, Chairman, Day Care, National Council of 

Jewish Women, Greater Dallas Section, Dallas 
Ms. Lu McClellan, Instructor, Child Development, Eastfield 

College, Mesquite 
Ms. Dorothy McCloudy, Day Care Association, Dallas 
Sidney L. McLemore, Owner, Oakwood Day School, Arlington 
Mrs. Sidney McLemore, Director, Oakwood Day School, Arlington 
Jim Metcalf, Executive Director, Palo Pinto Community 

Services, Mineral We^ls 
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DALLAS FORUM PARTICIPANTS (continued) 

Sister Joan Michael, C,T., Teacher, WcKinney 
Thomas Morrison, Dallas United Cerebral Palsy Association, 
Dallas 

Ms. Loreen Moshier^ Director, Child Development Program, 
Kastfield Community College, Mesquite 

Ms. Faye Murphy, Instructor, Child Development, Tarrant 
County Junior College, Hurst 

Ms. Juanita Murphy, County Extension Agent, McKinney 

As. Karen E. Parnell, County Extension Agent, Palo Pinto 

Otis A. Pederson, Administrative Assistant, Arlington Indepen- 
dent School District, Arlington 

Ms. Carolina M. Pena, Assistant State Coordinator, Children's 
Television Workshop, San Antonio 

Ms. Mary Perkins, Parent and Head Start Policy Council, Fort 
Worth 

Ms* Ann Wyly Petrucelli, Associate Planner, Tarrant County 

Community Council, Fort Worth 
A. W. Pierce, M. D ., Physic ian , Wichita Falls 

Ms. Theo Pilot, Education Specialist, Day Care Association, 
Dallas 

Ms. Jeanie Porter, Assistant Professor, Midwestern University, 
Wichita Falls 

Ms. Rose Praisner, Executive Director, Navarro County Con- 
sultation Center, Corsicana 
Ms. Marion R. Pratt, Assistant Professor, Home Economics, 

Texas Christian University, Fort Worth 
Ms. Lynn Pruitt, County Extension Agent, Jacksboro 
Ms. Margaret Puckett, President, Texas Association for the 

Education of Young Children, Hurst 
Ms. Lynne Rainwater, County Extension Agent, Montague 
Mrs. Paul Randels, League of Women Voters, Fort Worth 
Ms. Patricia Reynolds, Social Worker, Denton State School, 
Denton 

Floyd Richmond, Director, Special Education, Sherman 
Mrs. Basil Robine t te ,Play School Director, Gainesville 
Mrs. Fred Rodgers, Chairman, Advisory Committee, Church 

Institute for Child Development, Dallas 
Jim Rogers, Principal, Nocona Junior High School, Nocona 
Dr. Michael Romaine, Project Director, Zale Foundation, Dallas 
Ms. Dona G. Ronk, Director, Community Campus Day Care, Waco 
Ms. Clota Rough, Owner, Day Care, Fort Worth 
Jimmy Kovte, Jr., Parent, Fort Worth 

Dr. Velma E. Schmidt, Associate Professor, Education, North 

Texas State University, Denton 
Ms. Margaret Ann Scott, Program Director, Department of Public 

Welfare, Fort Worth 
Willie D. Sears, Jr., President, Day Care Association of Fort 

Worth and Tarrant County, Fort V?orth 
Ms. Betty Ann Seller, Caseworker and Student, Wichita Falls 
Marjorie Sewell, M.D., Assistant Director, County Health 

Department, Dallas 
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Roy Shanks, United Cerebral Palsy Association/ Dallas 

Ms. Virginia Shields, Teacher, Richardson Independent School 

District, Richardson 
Ms. Juanita Skelton, Coordinator, Special Education, 

Arlington Independent School District, Arlington 
Ms* Jacquelyn Smith, Consultant, Early Childhood, Region X 

Eaucation Service Center, Richardson 
Ms. Wanda Smith, Parent, Dallas 
Ms. Bettye Spears, Parent, Dallas 

Dr. Rose Spicola, Associate Professor, Early Childhood 

Education, Texas Woman's University, Denton 
Ms. Ruth A. Stephens, Teacher, Stephenville Independent School 

District, Stephenville 
Joe Sudderth, Regional Administrator, Department of Public 

Welfare, Waco 

Marion N. Taylor, Elementary Principal, Wichita Falls 
Ms. Mary L. Thomas, County Extension Agent, Kaufman 
Ms. June Thompson, Director, Kindergarten, Carrollton 
Ms. Patsy Thompson, Parent, Dallas 

Mrs. W. H. Tiemann, Director, American Association of Univer- 
sity Women Child Development, Dallas 
Ms. Bess Tittle, Director, Creative Learning Center, Dallas 
Mary Jo Tonelli, M.D., Grayson County Health Director, Sherman 
Jerome Vacek, Executive Director, Navarro County Community 

Action Agency, Corsicana 
Sister Viola, T.C., Director, Marillac Social Center, Dallas 
Ms. Joyce M. Walls, Social Service Worker, Dallas 
Emanuel E, Washington, Minister, Chairman, Head Start 

Advisory Council, Fort Worth 
Ms. Lois Washington, Parent, Dallas 

Ms r Jackie Weimer, Homemaking Teacher, Piano Independent School 

District, Piano 
Nancy White, M.D., Health Officer, Crossroads Health Center, 

Dallas 

John Widner, Executive Director, Day Care Association, 
Fort Worth 

Ms. Evelyn Williams, Secretary, Johnson County Association for 
Retarded Children, Cleburne 

Oris Williams, President, Johnson County Association for 
Retarded Children, Cleburne 

Ms. Pat Woosley, Plan A Coordinator, Dallas Independent School 
District, Dallas 

Ms. Pat Wright, Early Childhood Specialist, Fort Worth Indepen- 
dent School District, Fort Worth 



Lubbock Forum 

April 4, 1973 

This forum had three primary concerns: 1) making better 
use of existing services through coordinated effort (thus 
avoiding an additional, unnecessary, bureaucratic superstruc- 
ture), 2) expansion of child care services, particularly for 
special circumstances within the family, and 3) parent educa- 
tion. 



GREATEST NE E DS INDICATED OR SERVICES WANTED; 

1. Parent education should be included in the public 
school curriculum but also should be available to divorced 
and widowed mothers who are in special need. These parent 
education programs should offer information about the child's 
needs and developmental process and should emphasize the 
family and its culture without using a condescending attitude 
which says, "We really know how to teach you how to be a 
parent'* . 

2. Interagency coordination, communication and cooperation 
are needed to serve young children and their families more 
efficiently and to increase the stability of the existing ser~ 
vices. No additional state agency should be formed to com- 
plicate further the bureaucratic maze. 

3. More health services are needed, particularly services 
such as medical screening and identification of high risk chil- 
dren, well-baby clinics, and psychological counseling. There 
should be additional, qualified medical staff who can deal 
with the young child and his parents. The addition of an 
organized case-finding method for the high risk child and a 
transportation system from rural areas to the appropriate 
facilities would improve the services and their effectiveness. 

4. Child care (day care), including before- and after- 
school care and infant care, needs to be expanded to serve 
low-income and marginal low-income families and children of 
working parents. Along with the increase in child care, there 
should be an increase in the number of competent teachers and 
paraprof essionals in child care facilities. 

5. Bilingual, bicultural education for ycung children in 
the Lubbock area is much needed. 



ERIC 



P ARENT OR PUBLIC R ESPONS I BI L I T Y ? 



Parents aro primarily responsible for the child's develop- 
ment, particularly during infancy, but parents should have the 
concern and support of the public. The public should provide 
needed services, especially if the family cannot or will not, 
but the local area (not the state) should be responsible for 
planning these services* Local involvement will insure support 
and success of the program. 



PRIORITIES ; 

Greater efficiency in using existing resources, including 
family life education through the public school system, had 
top priority. However, expansion of q>aality child care (day 
care), including before- and after-school care and infant care, 
was generally considered important in meeting the needs of 
families. Aid to parents was also seen as a priority because 
parents need to be involved in children's services, and they 
need emotional and service support in order to improve their 
role as parents. 



TO WHOM? 

Generally the services (especially child care) should be 
provided for children of working parents, one-parent families, 
and low and marginal low-income families. Parent education 
should be provided for all persons, especially high school and 
junior high school students. 



LUBBOCK FOKUivi PARTICIPANTS 



Ms. Sarah Alexander, Parent, Friona 

Mrs. Donald Ashdown, Executive Director, Day Care Association 
Lubbock 

Royce Austin, Coordinator, Early Childhood Education, Midland 

Independent School District, Midland 
Dr. Charles F. Bitters, Executive Director, Region XV 

Education Service Center, San Angelo 
Dr. Genevieve Blair, Coordinator, Early Childhood Education, 

Eiard in-S immons University, Abilene 
Dr. Jack L. Blair, Coordinator, Early Childhood Education, 

Hard in- Simmons University, Abilene 
Ms. Jane Blay, County Extension Agent, Brownfield 
Bill Bollinger, Private Day Care, San Angelo 
Ms. Wilma Boothe, Primary Consultant, Amarillo 
Douglas W, Brown, Assistant Superintendent, Midland Indepen- 
dent School District, Midland 
Argus A. Burnett, Executive Director, Panhandle Community 

Action Agency, Amarillo 
Ms. Lucy Cain, Lucy's Playhouse Nursery, San Angelo 
Ms. Charlotte B* Camp, Assistant Professor, Texas Tech 

University, Lubbock 
0. L. Caskey, Professor, Education, Texas Tech University, 

Lubbock 

Ms. Mary F. Chesser, Homemaking Teacher, Plainview 

Ms. Earlene Clay, Curriculum Specialist, Abilene Independent 

School District, Abilene 
Robert J. Clounch, Principal, Amarillo 

Mrs. Eugene Cochran, Region Three Vice President, Texas 

Association for Retarded Children, Abilene 
Hobson Collins, Special Education Supervisor, Abilene State 

Schoo 1 , Abi 1 ene 
Tad Corbet, Director, Outreach Services, Big Spring State 

E^ospital, Big Spring 
Ms. Elaine Crawley, Caseworker, Scurry County Mental Health 

and Mental Retardation, Snyder 
James W. Culver, Administrative Assistant, Brownl'ield Schools 

Brown field 

Joe M. Cummins, Elementary Principal, Midland 

Harry G. Davis, Director, Psychology Department, Big Spring 

State Hospital, Big Spring 
Ms. Ann Derrick, Homemaking Teacher, Amarillo Independent 

School District, Amarillo 
Kuith Dial, Coordinator, Special Education, Eutor County 

Independent School District/ Odessa 
J. D. Donaldson, Jr., M.D., Pediatrician, Lubbock 
Mrs. J. D. Donaldson, Jr., Parent, Lubbock 

Ms. Hazel Douglas, Elementary Supervisor, Tulia Independent 

School District, Tulia 
Myrle Doyle, Clinic Director, Dawson County, Mental Health 

and Mental Retardation, Lamesa 
Roger Eaton, Supervisor, Administration, West Central Texas 

Education Co-Op, Sweetwater 
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C. A. Farley, Head Start Director, Lubbock 

Ms. Dorothy J. Filgo, Associate Professor, Chairman, Early 
Childhood Education, Texas Tech University, Lubbock 

Mscjr, James Fitzgerald, Administrator, Christ the King 
School , Lubbock 

Dr. Stanley E. Fowler, Chairman, Home and Family Life, Texas 

Tech University, Lubbock 
Stanley E, Fudell, Professor, Special Education, Texas Tech 

University, Lubbock 
Dr. Pedro A. Fuentes, Clinical Psychologist, Lubbock Mental 

Health and Mental Retardation, Lubbock 
William A. Furst, M.D., Pediatrician, Odessa 
A, Gamblin, Elementary Principal, New Deal 

Ms. Mary Garcia, Director, Day Care Center, Brownfield 
Ms. Mary Sierra Garcia, Parent, Plainview 

Winifred Gass, Nursing Director, Health Department, Amarillo 
Ms. Janio Gerow, R.N,, Pediatrician Nurse Practitioner, 

City-County Health Department, Lubbock 
Ms. Margo Gibson, Special Education Teacher, New Deal 
Charles D. Gillmann, Child Development Specialist, Department 

of Public Welfare, San Angelo 
Dr. Geneva Gillmann, Associate Professor, Education, Angelo 

State University, San Angelo 
Ms. Ima Dora Haile, Homq Economics Consultant, Texas Education 

Agency, Plainview 
Ms. Peggy Hamil, Parent, Friona 

Ms. Dorine Harbin, Home and Family Life, Muleshoe High School, 
Muleshoe 

William C. Harter, Principal, Amarillo 

Ms. Darlene Harvey, Director, Muleshoe Children Center, 
Muleshoe 

Ms. Elinor Fiarvey, County Extension Agent, Seminole 
Ms. Anne Haws, Early Childhood Coordinator, Region XV Educa- 
tion Service Center, San Angelo 
Ms. Aubrey Headstream, Director, Mental Health and Mental 

Retardation Clinic, Haskell 
Tommy Herring, Director, Special Education, Lubbock 
Ms. Mona K. Hildreth, Cc/unty Extension Agent, Amarillo 
Ms. Bernice R. Billiard, Director, Mitchell County Mental 

Health Clinic, Colorado City 
Lynn C. Hise, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, Big 
Spring 

Ms. Barbara Holeman, County Extension Agent, Childress 
Ms. Mary F. Holly, Supervisor, Special Education, Lubbock 

Independent School District, Lubbock 
Ocoee Holt, Curriculum Coordinator, Head S t a r t , Amar i 1 lo 
Ms. Betty Hughes, Woman's Editor, Abilene Reporter News , 

Abi lene 

Jerry Jacobs, Superintendent of Schools, Canyon 
Clyde T. Jetton, Graduate Dean, Hardin-Simmons University, 
Abi leno 



Tom JinkSi Director, Special Programs, Muleshoe 

Ms. Sue Johnson, Caseworker, Visually Handicapped Children, 

Commission for the Blind, Lubbock 
Dr. Charles R. Jones, Professor, Special Education, Texas Tech 

University, Lubbock 
Sister Marian Jordan, Principal, Sacred Heart School, San 

Ange lo 

Ms. Rosa Lee Kalka, County Extension Anent, Dumas 
George Kampert, Teaching Assistant, Texas Tech University, 
Lubbock 

Ms. Maybelle Kern, Director, Early Childhood Education, Slaton 

Independent School District, Slaton 
Ms. Doris R. Kochanek, Migrant Consultant, Region XVII 

Education Service Center, Lubbock 
C. B. Lambeth, M.D., Pediatrician, Odessa 

Dr. William F. Landers, Associate Professor, Psychology, 

Texas Tech University, Lubbock 
Dr. Thomas Lawrence, Executive Director, Region XIV Education 

Service Center, Abilene 
Huelyn Laycock, Executive Director, Region XVI Education 

Service Center, Amarillo 
Ms. Huelyn Laycock, Parent, Canyon 
Joe Lipscomb, M.D., Pediatrician, Amarillo 

Joe Lopez, Counselor, Region XVI Education Service Center, 
Amarillo 

Mrs. James Lovell, Director, Mi Escuelita Day Care, Dumas 
Ms. Frances Lyle, Consultant, Head Start, Ralls 
David Maley, Resident Manager, Children's Home of Lubbock, 
Lubbock 

Ms. Evelyn Malone, Director, Snyder Day Care, Snyder 

Ms. Anna Lou McCarley, Director, Covenant Presbyterian Day 

Care , Midland 
J. C. McCleskey, Superintendent, Slaton 
Ms. Lela McClung, Director, Day Care Center, Midland 
Jack W. McCraw, Elementary Principal, Kress 
Ms. Nancy Miller, Executive Director, Christian Home of 

Abilene, Abilene 
John T. Miller, Jr., M.D., Psychiatrist, Lubbock 
Ms. Anna Mae Minton, Executive Director, Amarillo Day 

Nurseries, Amarillo 
Ms. Marjorie Mitchell, Consultant, Home Economics, Lubbock 
Ms. Sherry Mullin, County Extension Agent, Big Spring 
Tom Oxford, Child Development Director, Community Action 

Agency, Lubbock 
Ms. Mildred Patterson, County Extension Agent, Lubbock 
Mrs. Buddy Payne, Parent, Ralls 

R. N. Pierce, Superintendent of Schools, Jayton 
Woody Pond, County Judge, Canyon 
Ms. Lauretta Pool, Classroom Teacher, Farwell 
Ms. Olive T. Price, Teacher, Texas Tech University, Lubbock 
Mrs. J. Ernest Railsback, Visiting Professor, Child Develop- 
ment, Texas Tech University, Levelland 
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Ms. Maria Ramos, Instructor, West Texas Sta' 'University, 
Canyon 

Ms. Marianna Y. Rasco, Instructor, Home F Abilene 

Christian College, Abilene 
Dr. Joseph B. Ray, Director, Clinical Tra. .ng Program, Texas 

Tech University, Lubbock 
Walter L, Reed, Director, Head Start, Soutn Plains, Levelland 
Sister Mary Reyes, Executive Director, Child Development 

Center, Plainview 
Ms. Mary Tom Riley, Regional Training Officer, Head Start, 

Texas Tech University, Lubbock 
Ms. Lois Rogge, Coordinator, Elementary English, Midland 

Independent School District, Midland 
Ms. Marvalynne Rossi, Early Childhood Education Teacher, 

Slaton Independent School District, Sla* 
Ms. Celestina Ruiz, Parent, Plainvit 

Mrs. J. D. Sams, Director, College " .qarten, Plainview 

Ms. Frances Sawaya, Coordinator, Fr welopment 

Center, Plainview 
Ms. Carrie N. Scanlon, Nursing Supervisor, k ilo Independent 

School District, Amarillo 
L. J. Schlothauer, Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor, Lubbock 
Richard H. Schmidt, Presbyterian Minister, Midland 
Ms. Mary Lois Scott, Homemaking Teacher, Wellington 
Ms. Madge Shaw, Home a: i Family Living Teacher, Danger High 

Schoo 1 , Banger 
C. E. Simmons, Prinr.-: ; , Plainview 
Archi" "ms, Directox, i.ead Start, Whitharral 

Sani T 1 *lton. Psychologist, Mental Health and Mental Retarda- 
n t e r , Midland 

Di . . A. Smith, Assistant Professor, Department of Home 

mily Lire, Texas Tech University, Lubbock 
ShexA^^ V. Smith, Executive Director, West Texas Rehabilitation 
C e n t e ■ , 1 e n e 

Ms. Chrif • South, Clinic Director, Gaines County Mental 

Heal\ A Mental Retarda on, Seminole 

Ms. Glen opoonemore. Parent, Ralls 

Robert c^poonemorc. Superintendent, Ralls Independent School 
District , Rail s 

Joe R. Stecirns, Assistant Superintendent, Wichita Falls Inde- 
pendent -^^ol Listrict, Wichita Falls 

; el S^ .vester. Director, Elementary Education, Levelland 

Jix. - . Tanner, Dean of Faculties, Hard in-Simmon^ University, 
A*.ilene 

Sister Frances e, CCVI, Principal, Holy Angels School, 

San Ange 1 

l.>'.^ Tillman, Avalanche Journal , Lubbock 

Oivid S. Tulle. . ologist, San Angelo Independent School 

District, Sr >lo 
Hall Tunnell, S itendent, O'Donnell 

Ms. Louadah Waggoner, Educational Diagnostician, Lubbock 



Gerald W. Wagner, M.D./ Acting Director^ Hale County Health 

Department, Plainview 
Ms, Estolle Wallace, Child Development, Texas Tech University 

Lubbock 

Ms* Gene Walton, Licensing Worker, Department of Public 

Welfare, San Angelo 
Mrs. Harold C. Wey, Kindergarten Teacher, Quanah 
Arthur H. Wey, Parent, Quanah 

James H. Whiteside, Member, State Board of Education, Lubbock 
Ms, Betty Whittenburg, Director, Llano Estacado Child Develop 

ment Center, Lubbock 
Harold A. Wilkinson, Director, Elementary Education, Abilene 

Christian College, Abilere 
Ms* Erie Etta Williams, Teacher, Lubbock Independent School 

District, Lubbock 
Ms. Margaret Williams, Counselor, Brownfield Independent 

School District, Brownfield 
Ms* Anna Jo Wilson, Director, Hereford Day Care Center, 

Hereford 

J. N. (Pete) Wilson, Superintendent of Schools, Petersburg 
Ms. Marcella Vacek, Director, Marcellin Day Care, San Angelo 
Dr, Beverly W. Vinson, Assistant Professor, Texas Tech 

University, Lubbock 
Richard Ybarra, Chief Consultant, Migrant Education, 

Region XVII Education Service Center, Lubbock 
Cal W. Yokum, Chief Psychiatric Social Worker, Kilgore 

Children's Psychiatric Hospital, Amarillo 
Mrs. Dan Young, Owner, Day Care Center, San Angelo 
James M. Young, Executive Director, Mental Health and Mental 

Retardation Center, San Angelc 



Houston Forum 

April 25, 1973 

The consensus of this forum was that parents are the most 
important persons in a young child's life. Therefore, services 
for young children should respond to the needs of parents in 
relation to their children. The participants felt that parents 
should be the agents of change for improving the quality of 
services to children by pushing for increased public support 
for legislation and funding of programs for young children, 

GREATEST NEEDS INDICATED OR SERVICES WANTED; 

1. There is an overwhelming need for public information 
and education about young children the rights of children, 
the lack of quality care, the developmental needs of young 
children and the available services. This public information 
and education effort should be aimed particularly at parents 
because it is their role as child advocates that is uniquely 
persuasive to legislators considering public support of ser- 
vices for young children, 

2» Parent education needs to be expanded in three ways: 
1) to include more individuals who will be parents; 2) to 
include the dissemination of information about the many facets 
of prenatal and postnatal development; and 3) to improve the 
role of the parent in supporting the child in organized care' 
arrangements , 

3. Training programs for child care (day care) workers 
need to be improved and expanded so that the quality of child 
care can be improved without significantly increasing the cost 
of the car e . 

4, Child care (day care) should be expanded so that a 
variety of care situations are offered to meet the variety of 
needs (i.e., infant care, night care, after-school care). The 
child care programs should be expanded so they are available 
to all families, regardless of socio-economic status. 

5. Health services need to provide for the early identi- 
fication of high risk children so that complications can be 
avoided. All services should incorporate a transportation 
system to make tha services available where they are needed. 

6, Coordination at every level is needed in order to 
maximize funding and other resources (such as community volun- 
teers) , to provide more continuity in programs and to make 
services more accessible generally, especially to the rural 
population. 
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PARENT OR PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY? 



The parents' responsibility lies primarily in providing 
sound early childhood development opportunities at home or in 
becoming involved in their child's development opportunities 
outside the home. The public has the responsibility to pro- 
vide information to parents, to support the most needed ser- 
vices (i.e., child care [day care] on a sliding fee scale), 
and for early identification of high risk children. 



PRIORITIES ; 

Service coordination, communication and cooperation; 
parent education; child care (day care) personnel training; 
and expanded child care received the highest priorities. The 
emphasis on service efficiency and on parent and public educa- 
tion regarding service availability underscored the priority 
for getting services to the people who need them, when they 
need them, as in the case of early identification of high risk 
children . 



TO WHOM? 

The nature of the expressed needs and priorities indicated 
a general, rather than a limited and specific, target popula- 
tion, particularly with respect to child care (day care). 



HOUSTON FOHUM PARTICIPANTS 



Ms. Laura Bell Albert, Parent, Houston 

Ms. Mary K. Anderson, County Extension Agent, Dickinson 
B. S. Babbvec, Mayor, City of Rosenberg, Rosenberg 
Ms, Alberta Baines, Assistant Superintendent, Regional 

Education, Houston Independent School District, Houston 
Ms. Bernice Baker, Associate Professor, Special Education, 

University of Houston, Houston 
Ms. Kathryn Baker, Parent, Houston 

Robert Barker, Director, Christian Child Help Foundation, 
Houston 

Ms. Beverly Bart, Parent, Houston 

Ms. Mary Bassett, Instructor, Early Childhood, Texas ASM 

University, College Station 
Ms» Carolyn Battieste, Parent, Houston 
H^ M. Benge, Elementary Principal, Eagle Lake 
Ms^ Patricia A. Bewley, Parent, Pasadena 
Ms. Billie Bookman, Teacher, Livingston 

Frank A. Borreca, Executive Director, Harris County Center 

for Retarded, Inc., Houston 
Ms. Juanice G. Boyd, County Extension Agent, Houston 
Ms. Pearl Brinsmade, Child Development Specialist, Department 

of Public Welfare, Houston 
Ms. Janie E. Brown, Parent and Student, Houston 
Ms. Katie B. Butler, Program Coordinator, Head Start, Houston 
Ms* Flossie M. Byrd , Dean, Home Economics, Prairie View A&M 

College, Prairie View 
Dr. Bill S. Caldwell, Associate Professor, Child Development, 

Department of Pediatrics, University of Texas Medical 

Branch, Galveston 
Ms. Gwendolyn J. Carey, Program Director, Association of Child 

Development Centers of Greater Houston, Inc., Head Start, 

Missouri City 

Ms. Harriett Cartwright, Supervisor, Early Childhood, Houston 

Independent School District, Houston 
Ms. Elizabeth Clem, Elementary Supervisor, Calhoun County 

Independent School District, Port Lavaca 
Raymond Cohen, M.D., Pediatrician, Houston 
Ms. Claire B, Collier, Head Start Director, South Park 

Independent School District, Beaumont 
Harold E. Collins, Director, Special Education, Wharton 

Independent School District, Wharton 
Ms. Lynda Collins, United Cerebral Palsy of Texas Gulf Coast, 

Houston 

Dr. Janie W. Cotton, Head, Home Economics, Texas Southern 

University, Houston 
Lester J. Cranek, County Judge, Columbus 

Ms. Joyce Cravens, Licensing Division, Department of Public 

Welfare, Houston 
Ms. Gail Creech, Texas Research Institute of Mental Sciences, 

Houston 

Ms. Edith Crouse, Assistant Professor, Home Economics, 
University of Houston, Houston 



HOUSTON FORUM PARTICIPANTS (continue d) 



Ms» Mary L. Crowder/ Executive Director, Central Day Care 

Association, Galveston 
Alfred e. Danhetm, Jr., Director, Special Services, Pasadena 

Independent School District, Pasadena 
Ms. Doris Davis, Home Economics Department, Lamar University, 

Beaumont 

Prank Davis, News Reporter, Houston Post , Houston 
Ms. Mary Davis, Homemaking Teacher, Galena Park Schools, 
Galena Park 

Ms. Ginger Day, Director, School Se>vices, Center for Retarded, 
Hou s ton 

Ms. Naomi Dempsey, Texas Association fo'- Retarded Children, 
Austin 

Ms. Dorothy Eastepp, Homemaking Teacher, Galena Park Indepen- 
dent School District, Galena ?ark 
Jerry Farley, Director, Little People Day Care, Houston 
Dr. Martha Frede, Clinical Psychologist, Counseling Center, 
Houston 

Ms. Tommye Frye, Director, Special Education, Region IV 

Education Service Center, Houston 
Ms. Helen George, Parent Involvement Specialist, Neighborhood 

Day Care Association, Houston 
Ms. Lorraine B. Goldstaub, Consultant, Family Service Center, 

Houston 

Ms. Vivian Goodrum, County Extension Agent, Kountze 
Ms. Anna Louise Haine, Social Worker, Texas Children's 

Hospital, Houston 
Mary Lou Hale, M.D., Consulting Psychiatrist, Outreach Clinic, 

Orange 

Ms. Mimi Hambrick, Head Start Coordinator, Community Action 
Agency, Bryan 

Ms. Juanita Harang, Acting Director, Houston Community Coordi- 

nated Child Care (4-C), Houston 
Ms. Lynda Karvell, Licensing Specialist, Department of Public 

Welfare, Houston 
Ms. Janelle C. Harvey, Kindergarten Teacher, Mont Belvieu 
Walt Hauffe, President, Learning Design Resources, Houston 
Ms. Sue Hawthorn, County Extension Agent, Victoria 
Alva Hayes, Jr., Parent Involvement Specialist, Day Care 

Association, Houston 
Thomas E. Hayes, Supervisor, Special Education, Beaumont Inde- 
pendent School district, Beaumont 
Ms. Sandra S. Haynes,;. Teacher, Houston Independent School 

District, Houston 
Ms. Ernestine Hernandez, Director, Early Childhood, Galveston 

Independent School District, Galveston 
Ms. Erie M. Hodge, Homemaking Teacher, Dickinson 
Ms. sanny Sue Holland, Regional Vice President and Consultant, 

Little People Schools, Houston. 
Ms. Annette Horsch, Caseworker, Visually liandicapped Children, 

Commission for the Blind, Pasadena 
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Malcolm s. Host, Executive Director, Neighborhood Centers Day 

Caro Association, Houston 
Dr. A. Eugene Howard, Professor, Early Childhood Education, 

Stephen F, Austin State University, Nacogdoches 
Ms. Judith H. Jackson, Homemaking Area Consultant, Houston 
Robert R, Jackson, Coordinator, Child and Youth Programs, 

South East Texas Council of Governments, Beaumont 
Ms. Hazel G. Jenkins, Parent, Houston 

Ms. Mary Jernigan, Director, Special Education, Bryan Inde- 
pendent School District, Bryan 
Ms. Pequietta L, Johnson, Parent, Houston 

William Johnson, Licensing Specialist, Department of Public 

We ' f ar e , Hous ton 
Ms, Justene Joseph, Principal, Houston 
W. D. Julian, Lawyer, LIFT, Inc., Crockett 

Ms. Miriam Kalmans, President, Houston Association for the 
Education of Young Children, Houston 

James E, Kean, Director, Inter-Agency Program for Multiple 
Handicapped, Houston 

Dr. Marvin v; . Kirkman, Superintendent, Calhoun County Inde- 
pendent School District, Port Lavaca 

Ms. June Klein, Regional Administrator, Department of Public 
Welfare, Beaumont 

Ms. Mary J. LeCrone, Consultant, Houston 

A. B. Leonard, Director, Head Start, Harris County Community 

Action Agency, Houston 
Ms. Jeanne Lee, Child Development Associate Consultant, 

Texas Southern University,- Houston 
Ms. Charlotte Lewis, Director, Special Education, Spring 

Branch independent School District, Houston 
Ms, Bettye Libby, Executive Director, Community Action Agency, 

Victoria 

Ms. Barbara Macha, Homemaking Teacher, Spring 
Ms. Carolyn Martin, Executive Director, The Kinder Grove, 
Hous ton 

Ms. Linda McFarland, County Extension Agent, Conroe 

Ms. Judith I, McQuay, Children's Caseworker, Commission for 

the Blind, Houston 
Paul R. Meyer, M,D., Pediatrician, Port Arthur 
Ms, Florine Miller, Educational Specialist, Presbytery of 

Brazos, Houston 

A. A* Miiitz, M.D., Professor, Pediatrics, Baylor College of 

Medicine, Houston 
Ms, Mildred Mitchell, Parent, Houston 

Ms. Corinne Montandon, Administrative Nutritionist, Pediatrics, 

Baylor College of Medicine, Houston 
Mrs. Jeff Montgomery, Volunteer, Child Care Council, Houston 
William Patrick Moore, M.D,, Child Psychiatrist, Houston 
Claude B. Mullins, Lavaca County Judge, Ha 1 1 e t t s v il 1 e 
Ms. Louise Murphy, Teaching Fellow, University of Houston, 

Cypre ss 
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HO USTON FORUM PARTICIPANTS (continued) 



0. F. Nelson, Jr./ Chambers County Judge, Anahuac 
Ms. Annie B. Norton, Parent, Houston 

Ms. Sara Norton, Director, School of the Woods, Houston 
Ms. Virginia Oates, Teacher and Supervisor, Head Start, 
Livingston 

Ms. Marie M. Oser, Volunteer, Cleet and Southwest Center for 

Urban Research, Houston 
Ms. Ruth Paxton, Licensing Supervisor, Department of Public 

Welfare, Beaumont 
Ms. Blanche Phillips, Teacher Educator, Home Economics, 

University of Houston, Houston 
Mrs. Charles Piersol, Owner, Humpty Dumpty Nursery School, 

Houston 

Ms. Betty Pinkerton, County Extension Agent, College Station 
Ms. Viola Porter, Parent, Houston 

Dr. Nancy H. Potts, Day Care Coordinator, Early Childhood 

Learning Center, Galveston 
Ms. Mildred Putman, Project Chairman, Orange Community Action 

Agency, Orange 

Ms. Nelna M. Randle, Counselor, Houston Independent School 

District, Houston 
Ms. Bernice Rawls, Harris County Community Action Agency, 

Houston 

Ms. Audrey Riley, Director, Baptist Day Care Center, Woodville 
Ms. Stella Roberson, Head Start Regional Training Officer, 

Texas Southern University, Houston 
Ms. Doris J. Roberts, Parent, Houston 

Ms. Eva M. Roderick, President, Southeast Texas Association 

for the Educalion of Young Children, Port Neches 
Ms. Becitrice Rubenstein, County Extension Agent, Bellville 
Ms. Maxine L. Sager, County Extension Agent, Conroe 
Ms. Frederica E. Seaman, County Extension Agent, Anahuac 
Mrs. Carl Shafer, Head Start Coordinator, Community Action 

Agency, Bryan 
Ms. Kathryn Sheeler, Nutritionist, Houston 

Ms. Patricia M. Shell, Curriculunt Director, Columbia-Brazoria 

Independent School District, West Columbia 
C. G. Sivells, Jr., Superintendent, Wharton Independent School 

District, Wharton 
Ms. Madeline Smith, Parent, Houston 
Ms. Deborah Sourfers, Parent, Houston 

Ms. Rachel M. Stafford, Director, Child Development, Harris 

County Community Action Agency, Houston 
Dr. Ida Stewart, Assistant Professor, Education, University 

of Houston, Houston 
Ms. Norma K. Stone, State Coordinating Committee, Tjxas 

Association for the Education of Young Children, Houston 
Ms. Vi Sullivan, Chairman, Homemaking Department, Independent 

School District, Bay City 
George C. Taulbee, Jr., President, A Children's Corner Schools, 

Inc . , Houston 
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Ms. Joye H, Thorne, Director, Learning Disabilities, Aldine 

Independent School District, Houston 
Ms. Birdell Truitt, Assistant Professor, Elementary Education, 

Texas Southern University, Houston 
Ms. Pamela Viles, Licensing Specialist, Department of Public 

Welfare, Houston 
Willis B. Vickery, Supervisor, Early Childhood Education, 

El Campo Independent School District, El Campo 
Ms. Betty Waggoner, Parent, Houston 

L. E. Walker, President, Harris County Licensed Child Care 

Association, Houston 
Mrs. Edna Washington, Area VIII Chairman, Harris County 

Community Action Association, Baytown 
Emmitt Welch, Parent, Houston 

Jack M. White, Jr., Assistant Director, Agency Operations, 

United Fund, Houston 
Horace A. Williams, Administrative Assistant to Representative 

George Leland, Houston 
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Austin Forum 

June 6, 1973 

The general focus of this forum was that parents should 
be more interested in their children's development/ should 
seek and have available more assistance in parenting skills, 
and should become more actively involved in their children's 
development outside the home. The benefit of focusing on the 
parent or potential parent/ as in family living courses in 
the public schools, was seen as a preventive measure. 



GREATEST NEEDS INDICATED OR SERVICES WANTED; 

1, The need for parent education and participation in all 
aspects of their children's development is crucial. Parents 
should be given greater responsibility in the development and 
administration of all programs that affect their children, 

and they should be given incentives which encourage and reward 
their involvement. However, particularly in child care (day 
care) programs, parent education should complement, not com- 
pete with, the parent-child relationship. 

2, Public education and information needs are great. 
Parents and the general community should organize an advocacy 
or pressure group to force legislators and businesses to 
address issues such as child care (infant care, after-school 
care, 24-hour care), employment fringe benefits (additional sick 
leave for child illnesses and maternity leave for female 
employees), dental care, expansion of quality child care (day 
care) programs, and competent child care personnel, 

3, Coordination is needed among the many services to 
young children and their families; however, any state plan 
needs to incorporate certain features: 1) flexibility; 2) full 
service coordination, a system that can respond to the needs 

of the family and support the dignity of the individual 
(scheduling and delivery should be for the convenience of 
employed parents, and "assembly line" handling of clients 
should be prohibited); and 3) clear delineation of roles and 
responsibilities of various programs, 

4, Quality child care (day care) is scarce even though 
many children must be in child care programs because their 
mothers work. Quality can be achieved through stricter en- 
forcement of existing standards and improved training and 
expansion of child care personnel, 

5, Retarded, physically handicapped and emotionally dis- 
turbed children need child care to supplement parental care. 
Other nv^eds include earlier identification of these handicaps. 
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campaigning to chanje the stigma that society attaches to 
handicaps, and earlier identification of families who are 
high risks for bearing children with special needs. Also, 
screening measures need to be improved and expanded. 

' 6. Nutrition and health education, particularly preven- 
tive medicine, are important sexvices, especially as they 
pertain to the young child. 



PARENT OR PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY? 

Alt ho ugh parents have the ult ima te responsibility for 
their children and should not deny that responsibility, the 
public has a responsibility to assist parents, in timely and 
responsive ways, in their parenting roles, hlso, businesses 
which benefit from the female work force have a responsibility 
to provide care for children of their female employees. 



PRIORITIES g 

The major emphasis was on prevention of problems before 
thoy occur. A total prevention program would attend to parent 
and pre-parent education, to health, nutrition and screening, 
and to diagnosis and treatment of present and potentially 
damaging conditions. Divergent terminology was seen as a 
stumbling block in meeting the needs of young children. One 
discussion group suggested choosing one thing to do for 
children, and doing it well. 



TO WHOM? 

Participants said the ntseds for services cut across class 
and income lines; therefore, services should respond to needs 
rather than to groups with specific characteristics. However, 
some participants qualified this by suggesting that services 
by provided to disadvantaged families first or to all families 
on a sliding fee scale. 
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AUSTIN FORUM PARTICIPANTS 



Ms. Alice Jane Allen, Head Start Coordinator, Community Action 

Agency, San Saba 
Ms. Frances Allen, Teacher-Coordinator, Austin Independent 

^ol District, Austin 
Mrs. Rue D. Allison, Supervisor, Homemaking, Austin Indepen- 

dOi.t School District, Austin 
DAirvin Altenhoff, Elementary Principal, New Braunfels 
Ms. Susie S. Beistle, Casework Supervisor, Child Care 

Licensing, Department of T'ublic Welfare, San Antonio 
Ms. Bertha £• Berge, Kindergarten Teacher, Del Rio 
Ms. Doris Bethel, Director, Baptist Kindergarten, Austin 
Dr. Dorothy Bohac, Director, Staff Development, Mental Health 

and Mental Retardation^ Austin 
Ms. Janie B. Boyd, Vice Chairman, Central Texas Association 

for the Education of Young Children, Brown wood 
Ms. Anna Brodie, Elementary Principal, Temple 

Joe P. Brown, Assistant to Superintendent, Special Programs, 
Del Rio 

Ms. Gayle Browne, Research Associate, Home Economics, Univer- 
sity of Texas, Austin 
Ms. Lucinda Brunson, County Extension Agent, San Antonio 
Ms. Elnora R. Bryant, County Extension Agent, Bastrop 
Ms. Vern Buddecke, Owner-Director, Gingerbread House, Austin 
Ms. Ruth B. Burleson, Project Director, Head Start, Community 

Action Agency, Georgetown 
Ms. Judy Castleberry, Educational Consultant,^ Region XX 

Education Service Center, San Antonio 
Ms. Johnnie M. Cavanaugh, Teacher, Govalle Elementary School, 
Au??tin 

Ms. Marion Coffee, Kindergarten Teacher, Bryker Woods, Austin 
Ms. Billie Chapman, Executive Director, Vocational Homemaking 

Teacher Association, Austin 
Ms. May Bell Clark, Director, Montopolis Child Development 

Center, Austin 
Albert Crawford, Mayor, Smithville 

Ms. Judy Dedeck, County Extension Agent, Georgetown 
Ms. Pat Dillard, Head Teacher, Good Shepherd School, Austin 
Sam C. Dominguez, Social Service Planner, Model Cities, 
San Antonio 

Ms. Jean English, Day School Director, Austin 
W. H. Fredrikson, Educational Consultant, Marl in 
Dr. Joe Frost, Associate Professor, Curriculum and Instruc- 
tion, University of Texas, Austin 
Ms. Cheryl Fuller, Administrative Assistant, Texas Association 

for Mental Health, Austin 
Ms. Annabel Cage, Director, Faith Presbyterian Kindergarten, 
Austin 

John C. Gelner, Cameron Day Care Center, Cameron 
Ms. Lucille Gelner, Administrator, Cameron Day Care Center, 
Cameron 

Dr. Elizabeth Gentry, Deputy Director , Austin-Travis County 
Health Department, Austin 
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AUSTIN FORUM PARTICIPANTS (continued) 



Ms. Irene O. Griffin, Director, Belton REACH Child Development 
Center, Belton 

Fernando A. Guerra, M.D., Pediatrician, Children's Diagnostic 

Clinic, San Antonio 
Ms. Lucile Hampton, Director, Marlin Neighborhood Center, 

Mar 1 in 

Lanny Henninger, Minister, Austin 

J. Scott Highley, Social Service Coordinator, Model Cities, 
San Antonio 

Donald E. Hood, Director, Austin Office, Educational Testing, 
Austin 

Paul J. Imig, Executive Director, Community Coordinated Child 

Care (4-C) San Antonio 
Ms. Jean Isaac, Director, Brentwood Christian School, Austin 
Ms, Inez C. Jeffery, Director, Private School, Austin 
Ms. Ethel M. Kutac, Training Specialist, University of Texas, 

Austin 

Ms. Betty Larson, Instructor, Child Development, San Antonio 

College, San Antonio 
Ms. Suzy Lindeman# Coordinator, Community Participation, 

Austin Independent School District, Austin 
Ms. Nancy Lockhoof, County Extension Agent, Austin 
Ms. Florine Lynch, Teacher, Austin Independent School 

District, Austin 
Mst Gloria Manos, Licensing Supervisor, Department of Public 

Welfare, Austin 
Ms. Nancy McWright, Director, Baptist Nursery, Austin 
Ms. Margaret Miller, Migrant Consultant, Region XIlI Education 

Service Center, Austin 
Ms. Susan B. Mills, Executive Director, Austin Community 

Nursery School, Austin 
Ms. Angle Montalvo, Program Director, Child Developmental 

Unit, Bexar County, Mental Health and Mental Retardation, 

San Antonio 

Ms. Louise Munt, Caseworker, Commission for the Blind, Austin 
Ms. Florence Neal, Teacher, Austin Independent School District, 
Austin 

Dr. Shari Nedler, Director, Early Childhood Program, Southwest 

Educational Development Laboratory, Austin 
Dr. Winna Gene Nelson, Assistant Professor, University of 

Texas, Austin 

Ms. Rachel B. Neumann, Consultant, Early Childhood Education, 
San Antonio 

Ms. Jeanine Neuse, Director, Child Development Laboratory, 
Austin 

Dr. R. Tim Nicosia, Assistant Professpr, Education, Southwest 

Texas State University, San Marcos 
Sam A. Nixon, M.D., Acting Director, Wilson County Health 

Department, Floresville 
Ms. Norma J. Oefinger, Migrant and Preschool Consultant, 

Region XIII Education Service Center, Austin 
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Ms. June Oliver, Program Director, Social Services, Regional 

Department of Public Welfare, Austin 
Ms. Barbara S. Pahlka, State Coordinator, International Child- 
birth Education Association, Austin 
Joe T. Parks, Supervisor, Brown Schools, San Marcos 
Ms. Alta M. Placke, County Extension Agent, San Antonio 
Dr. Santos Reyes, Jr., Assistant Professor,' University of 

Texas School of Social Work, Austin 
Dr. Phyllis Richards, Professor, Child Development, University 

of Texas, Austin 
Ms. Lucille Rochs, Chairman, Education and Child Development, 

San Antonio College, San Antonio 
Ms. Linda Ruhmann, President, San Antonio Association for the 

Education of Young Children, San Antonio 
Ms. Doris W. Sanders, Homemakincj Teacher, Austin Independent 

School District, Austin 
W. E. Smith, Assistant Executive Director, Permian Basin 

Council of Governments, Midland 
Ms. Diana Spiser, Licensing Specialist, Travis County Depart- 

mant of Public W^^lfare, Austin 
Mrs. David Steinbach, Director, Litt^ j Red School House, 

Austin 

Ms. Virginia Stone, Association for Childhood Education 

International Newsletter, San Antonio 
James Strickland, Executive Director, Child Inc., Austin 
Beverly Sutton, M.D., Chief, Child Psychiatry, Mental Health 

and Mental Retardation, Austin 
Ms. Dorothy Taylor, Specialist, Family Life Education, County 

Extension Service, Texas A&M University, College Station 
Ms. Pauline Teague, Director, Allen Child Development Center, 

Austin 

Ms.. Betty Thomas, Director, Children's Center, University 

Presbyterian Church, San Antonio 
Ms. Bobbe Thiessen, Child Development Specialist, Department 

of Public Welfare, Austin 
Ms. Patricia Todd, Early Childhood, San Felipe-Del Rio 

Independent School District, Del Rio 
Ms. Otilia V. Vidaurri, Director, Special Education, Edgewood 

Independent School District, San Antonio 
Ms. Virgie Lee Washington, Supervisor, Mount Zibn Nursery, 

Austin 

Ms. Elaine Weaver, Kindergarten Teacher, Austin 

Ms. Mary Wieser, Coordinator, Community Relations, Central 

Texas Council of Governments, Belton 
Ms. Jane Wells, "ember. State Board of Education, Austin 
Ms. Pauline White, Program Analysis Division, Allen Child 

Development Center, '^^Totin 
Ms. Carol Wilder, Coordinator, Family Resources Unit, Bexar 

County, Mental Health and Mental Retardation, San Antonio 
Ms. Elaine Williams, Social Worker, Child Inc., Austin 
Eugene Williams, Administrator, Bell County Mental Health and 

Mental Retardation, Temple 



ERLC 



71 



AUSTIN FORUM PARTICIPANTS (continued) 

Ms. Laura Williams^ Consultant, Region XIII Education Service 
Center/ Austin 

Bob Williamson, Owner, Rabbit Hill Kindergarten, Georgetown 

F. G. Wittenburg, Jr., Executive Director, Hill Country 
Community Action Agency, San Saba 

Ms» Barbara Wofford, Homemaking Consultant, North East Indepen- 
dent School District, San Antonio 

Ms. Rosalie Wyatt, Teacher, Austin Independent School District, 
Austin 

Ms* Julia Voung, Consultant, Visually Handicapped Children, 
Commission for the Blind, Austin 
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Survey of 

Forum Participants 



The Office of Early Childhood Development asked regional 
forum participants to complete a questionnaire, in addition to 
discussing key issues. The purpose of the questionnaire was to 
probe the opinions and concerns of forum participants on a num- 
ber of points which must be considered in the formulation of a 
state plan for early childhood development in Texas. 

The questionnaire was divided into three parts. The first 
was designed to collect attitudes and opinions about the philo- 
sophy, efficacy, and priority of early childhood development 
activities. The s-ocond part was directed toward discovering 
priorities withii. and among the areas of health, education, 
housing and neighborhood environment, and care and supervision-- 
as they affect young children. The third part was intended to 
identify greatest needs in various communities as well as to 
rate existing services. 

A brief compilation of questionnaire results follows in 
this section.* The results of each question are listed on a 
separate page. ''All Respondents" and various subcategories head 
the rows (horizontal), and respective respon,ges are listed in 
columns (vertical). The number of completed questionnaires by 
categories is as follows: all respondents (636); all female re- 
5||)ondents (414); all male respondents (207)**; all respondents 
ilnder 30 years of age (90); all respondents 30 years of age or 
older (522); all respondents with annual incomes of less than 
$5,000 (39); all respondents with incomes over $10,000 (434); 
all respondents from urban counties-- counties with nonrural 
populations of 80 percent or higher (389); all respondents from 
non-urban counties-- counties with nonrural populations of less 
than 80 percent (247); all respondents who classified their 



* A detailed presentation of these data, entitled Regional 

Forums on Early Childhood Development in Texas t A Statisti - 
cal Analysis of Attitudes , Priorities , and Program Consider - 
ations , is in preparation and will shortly be ava i lab le upon 
request from OECD. 

** Fifteen respondents failed to classify their gender. Thus, 
male and female responses total fifteen less than "All 
Respondents . 
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occupation as "parent"* (17); all child care and child develop- 
ment personnel (69); all college or university faculty members 
(37); all Sv^cial work administrators (14); and all social 
workers { 54 ) . 

Because of space limitations, only percentages ot respon- 
ses are included in the tables. When ranking was requested as 
a response, the scores of each subcategory were determined by 
assigning points to each ranking and totaling. Many compiled 
scores were extremely close to one another; in these cases, an 
asterisk denotes scores that are within 5 percent of one another. 

RESULTS} 

The first six questions of the questionnaire probed atti- 
tudes concerning crucial issues of early childhood development 
programming and policy. Questions 1 and 2 stressed primary 
family responsibilities for providing adequate health, education, 
and care of their young children, and a supplemental role of 
society for assisting families unable to provide these elements. 
These questions met with over 95 and 90 percent agreement or 
strong agreement, respectively. Questions 3 and 4 emphasized 
service availabili+-y irrespective of family income and compulsory 
special program a^ dance for severely mentally or physically 
handicapped childt i each had nearly 70 percent agreement or 
strong agreement. Questions 5 and 6 affirmed the positive effect 
of early childhood programming, especially when parents are ac- 
tively involved; each resulted in over 96 percent agreement or 
strong agreement. 

In Question 7, out of seven choices, over 66 percent of all 
respondents considered "better opportunities for a successful 
life" for young children as the greatest benefit of early child- 
hood services. 

Question 8 elicited strong support for service coordination. 
Over 38 percent of respondents favored early childhood service 
coordination through a statewide system, while 48 percent favored 
coordination at the community level, depending upon local leader- 
ship and support. It is most significant that less than 1 per- 
cent of all respondents favored each agency delivering its own 
services, in its own way. 



Over 95 percent of all forum participants--prof essionals , 
community leaders, interested citizens-- were parents. The 
largest single category of invitees to forums were parents 
specifically (e.g., parent representatives to 4-C's, Head 
Start parents, other parent boards or representatives to 
boards). These 17 people classified themselves as parents 
by occupation, although many others classified their occupa- 
tions as "volunteer", "secretary", "bookkeeper", "unemployed", 
and so forth. 




In response to Questions 9 and 10, 92 percent believed that 
early childhood services are worth or well worth their expense, 
and 85 percent said that early childhood should receive a high 
or top priority in the allocation of public resources. 

In the priority rankings of Questions 11-16, four general 
areas and six elements within each area were listed. Prefer- 
ences shown were for: 1) Health i with general prenatal care and 
maternal nutrition before birth receiving priority; 2) Care and 
Supervision , with loving and supportive parents and interested 
family members receiving priority; 3) Education , with a happy 
and stimulating family life and learning experiences at home re- 
ceiving priority? and 4) Housing and Neighborhood Envi ronment , 
Without a clear-cut priority of elements within it. 

Questions 11, 19, and 21 asked respondents for the greatest 
needs in their communities. Proper nutrition (health), educa- 
tion for parenting (education), and families who are loving and 
supportive (care and supervision) were the top three needs 
listed. 

Questions 18, 20, and 22 asked for views on the adequacy 
and extens iveness of present services in the respondents' 
communities. There were indications of dissatisfaction with the 
adequacy of services in general. In addition, there was an 
overwhelming belief that services in the health, education, and 
care and supervision areas were not extensive enough. 

The use of this forum participant questionnaire helped 
gather concerns and priorities from people from across the State 
of Texas. This information will prove very useful in formula- 
ting a state plan to efficiently and effectively meet the needs 
of young Texans. 
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A K L y c H 1 t D n 0 0 D o i: v l o i- h r k r iw t e x a s 

In pJinrUna for yojn^ children (chUarcn undor Iho d(je of six) arui tholr f^-nlUes in 
Texas, the Office of Karly ChlK!hoc>d Pcvclofmont w.^nts to listen to y^>ur opinions 
and coru^crna. Some* of the following quoGiions roptcru.nt very difficult choices, 
especially In setttnrj priorities. Given Uratcd public rtii^urct-s, howovcr, decisions 
must W m.^ae on those ciuc<3tlons» Please help us in tt.is process by completing the 
foliowintj sutvry* Ke appreciate your asftiiitjnce. 



2, 



3. 



"Tlie fainily h.^s the prim,iry recjponsibillty 
4nJ tho rt'St of society has a surpl<^<Tiental 
responsibility for providing adevjuatc 
he<^lthf education, and care of yoamj 
chi hlren.*' 

1. strongly ayrce 

2. / / agree 

3. / / disagree 

4. /__/^ strongly disagree 

5. ^ J tv\^<s no opinion 

"Society has a resixjnsibility for guaran- 
teeing adequate health, education* and 
care of young children by providing addi- 
tional resources to their familiesr as 
needed." 

1 . / / strongly agree 

2- LA ^^'^ee 

3. / / disagree 

4» / / strongly disagree 

S. / / have no opinion 

Tublicly-f inanced services should be 
available to all young children t c uardless 
of the condition of their families (i.e., 
rich or poor, stable or unstable, well or 
sick)." 

1. / / strongly agr«e 

2. / / ogree 

3. / / disagree 

4. strongly disagree 

5. / / have no opinioa 

"it should be compulsory for a family with 
a severely mentally or physically handi- 
capped child to enroll that child in a 
publ icly-f inancecJ special program, or to 
obtain competent private professional 
htilp, if they so desire.** 

1* / / strongly agree 

2. f / agree 

3. / / disagree 

4. / / strongly disagree 

5. / / have no opinion 

"The ef f ec t ivenesJi of services to yoting 
children will be enhanced by the active 
involvement of their parents.** 

1. (^J^ strongly agree 

2. agree 

3» / / disagree 

4, / / strongly disagree 

5, / / have no opinion 

"Services that supplctnent the family 
effort can make a difference in the oppor- 
tunities that young children will have in 
the future." 



1. 


(J. 


strongly agree 


J. 


LL 


agree 


J. 


LI 


disagree 


4. 


U. 


strongly disagree 


S. 


U 


have no opinion 
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What Is tho fjrfjatost benefit of early 
childhood services in general? 
(Select only ONK.) 

hni»p"ier children 
h.ippier parents 
l>ctler opportunities for a 
successful life 
better health 

improved chances of doing well 
in school 

improved opportunities for 
parents (i.e., employment, 
training) 

other I 



8. 



9. 



10. 



11. 



1. 


LL 


2. 


/ / 


3. 


LJ 


4. 


LL 


S. 


U 


0. 


U 



12. 



U 



1. 


U 


2. 


U 


J. 


LJ 


4. 


U 



Early childhood services can be most 
effective if (Select only ONK.) 



thoy are coordinated through a 
statewide system, 
they are delivered through the 
public school system, 
each state agency provides its 
own services, in its own way. 
thoy are coordinated at the 
corvnunlty level--county , city, 
or neighbor hood- -wherever lead- 
ership arises. 



Considering their effect on young children, 
early childhood services are generally. « * 

1. well worth the expense. 

2. l_J^ worth the expense. 

3. ( / too expensive. 

4- / / Jnuch too expensive. 



In terms of priorities fox available 
public revenue » how imi>ortant are services 
for yoting children? 



1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 



LL 
L± 
LL 
LL 
U 



top priority 
high priority 
middle priority 
low priority 
lowest priority 



Of the following elements in a young 
child's life, number from 1 to 4, in 
importance (l=most important, 4^1east 
important) . 

health--chlld*s and mother's 
I / cducatiorj-'child's and parents* 
f / housing and neighborhood environment 
/ / care and supervision 

Of the following health elements in a 
young child's development, number from 1 
to 6 in import<ihce (Inmost important, 
6^1east important) . 

^^/_ general prf^nAtal care 

imi-iun iz.it Ion of the child 

nutrition of the mother before birth 
/ / nutrition of the child during early 

years 

f / physician check-ups and treatment of 
the child jring the early years 

^/ examination of the child, to deter- 
mine health or learning problems, 
together with follow-up services 



13. 



IS. 



16. 



17. 



16. 



19. 
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LA 
LL 
LL 

U 



of the following csJucJitionil eJcmonls in 
a younq chi ld's dovt»lop!notjt , fiujnjjor from 
I to 6 In Imiott.mcc (l^rvjbL ini->ortant# 

/ / ipcclal cJucaticnjl oj-iortunitles if 
the youn'3 child is menially or phy- 
sically handicapped 
blUn<jual, blcultjral experiences 
and exj>06ure 

lejcnin9 expiVicnccii at hone 
a hcippy, stlmjlatinj fci;nlly life 
vi;ll-tr.:iineJ tcachiTs, at ttie kltidor- 
^arteo level and below 
enriched experiences in a planned 
program 

Of the following elcmento of Ivouslng and 
neightorhocnJ cnvl tonrr.ent in a young 
child's devclof-<nont , humbt r frcn 1 to 6 
iu importance U*n>ost impv**! tant # 6«least 
iwpcrtrint) . 

warm I dry housing 
housinj free of insects and rats 
safe air and water 

housing froe of hazards (i.e.» peel- 
ing paint, faulty wiring# broken 
steps) 

safe streets and traffic 
uncrovded housing 

Of the following care and supers'i-ion 
elements on a young child's development, 
na^iber from 1 to 6 in importance (1" 
cnost ioportanti 6*least inportant). 



LL 
LL 
LL 
U 



LL 
/ / 



U 

LL 
LJ. 
LL 
LL 
U 



supervision, to safeguard against 
acciderits 

loving I supportive parents 
interested family mcnbcrs 
other chjldreri to play with 
broad eXirrie:.ces in the ccfnnunity 
trained and corpetent caretakers 

Of the following elements in a young 
child's life, nunbcr fron 1 to 4 in impor- 
tance (1^3>ost imf-ortant, 4^1east important) 

/ / imunization of the young child 

l^J_ veil- trained teachers, at the kinder- 

gartcn level and below 
/ / housing free of insects and rats 
/ / supervision, to safeguard against 

accidents 

What is the greatest health need for 
pregnant women and ycung children in 
your corcnuni ty? (Select only OLE.) 



/ / control of infectious diseases 

/ / proper nutrition 

/ / proper shelter (including 

^ housing and clothing) 

/ / periodic contact with and exam- 

ination by medical personnel 

r/ other: 

ow are present health services for 
pregnant woncn and young children in 
our corvnunity? 

/ / adc^uite an<I extensive enough 

/ / adequate but not extensive enough 

/ /_ inadequate but extensive enough 

/ / inadequate and not extensive 

enough 

/ / do not know 



Khat is the g reatest educational need 
or young children and their parents in 
our community? (select only a;E.) 

/ / I'ilingjsl education 
/ / education for parenting 
/ / teaching your.g children to read 
/ veil -trained, coppot' nt teachers 
other: 



20. How arc procont cdacatloiinl 'orvlccs for 
youfkg children and Ihch parcikts in your 
comrPiijii ly? 

I. ^2 adequate and txtenaivc enough 

(^^ Adequate bat not extensive enough 

3, inadequate but extensive enough 

4, ^/ inadequate atid not extensive 

^ enough 

5, do not \T\o\t 

21* What is the greatest care and supervision 
need for young children in your community? 
(Solcct only CNE.) 

1. day care for the cliildren of 
^ working mothers 

2. before and after school care 
for children of working parents 

3. ( / trained and competent caretakers 

4. families thxat arc loving and 
^ supi>ortive of the child 

5. /ly otheri ^ 

22. How are present care and supervision ser- 
vices for young children in your coftununity? 

1. / / adequate and extensive enough 

2. / / adequate but not extensive enougti 

3. / / inadequate but extensive enough 

4. / / inadequate and not extensive enough 

5. do not know 



23. What is your occupation? 



24. In what county do you live? 



25. Your age? 



>t> AC 









26. Circle ono! 
1. Male 



2. Female 



27. Please chock appropriate box j 

1. / / under $5000 annual income 

2. / / $5000 to $10,000 annual income 

3. / / over $10^000 annual income 

28. If you had a limited an>ount of money for 
every child under the age of six in your 
cocnmunityi say $100/ what would you do to 
best improve the quality of life in gen- 
eral for young children? 
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QUESTION #1 



''The family has the primary responsibility and the rest of 
society has a supplemental responsibility for providing 
adequate health, education, and care of young children." 



0) 





Strongly Agree 


Agree 


Disagree 


Strongly Disagr< 


Have No Opinion 


No Response 


All Respondents 


60.8% 


34.9% 


2.8% 


.9% 


.2% 


.3% 


All Females 


63.0% 


32.9% 


2.9% 


.7% 


0% 


.5% 


All Males 


56.01 


39.1% 


2.9% 


1.4% 


.5% 


0% 


All Under 30 


53.3% 


44.4% 


2.2% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


All 30 and Over 


61.9% 


33.3% 


3.1% 


1.1% 


.2% 


.4% 


All Under $5,000 


51.3% 


48.7% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


$5,000 to $10,000 


66.2% 


28.2% 


2.1% 


2.81 


0% 


.7% 


Over $10,000 


60.4% 


35.5% 


3.2% 


.5% 


.2% 


.2% 


Urban Counties 


61.4% 


33.4% 


3.1% 


1.5% 


.3% 


.3% 


Non-urban Counties 


59. 9% 


37.2% 


2.4% 


0% 


0% 


.4% 


Parents 


64.7% 


29.4% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


5.9% 


Child Care and CD 


59.4% 


34.8% 


4.3% 


1.4% 


0% 


0% 


Co liege/ University 


67.6% 


32.4% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


County Extension Ag. 


56.7% 


43.3% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Elected Official 


83.3% 


16.7% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Health Admin. 


55.6% 


33.3% 


11.1% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Medical Doctor 


57.7% 


38 . 5% 


3.8% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Mental Health 


48.3% 


51.7% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Pub. School Admin. 


59.4% 


37.7% 


2.9% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Pub. School Teacher 


78.4% 


21.6% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Social Work Admin. 


50.0% 


35.7% 


14.3% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Social Worker 


51.9% 


42.6% 


5.6% 


0% 


0% 


0% 



o 
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QUESTION #2 - "Society has a responsibility for guaranteeing adequate 

health, education, and care of young children by pro- 
viding additional resources to their families, as needed." 





Strongly Agree 


Agree 


Disagree 


Strongly Disagr< 


Have No Opinion 


No Response 


Ail Kcsponuents 


47.31 


43. 2% 


6.8% 


1.6% 


.3% 


.81 


All Females 


51.2% 


38.6% 


7.5% 


1.7% 


. 5% 


.5% 


A 1 1 Mil 1 f> c 


41.1% 


52. 2% 


4.8% 


.5% 


0% 


1.4% 


All Under 30 


56.7% 


32.2% 


8.9% 


2 . 2% 


0% 


0% 


All 30 and Over 


45.8% 


45.4% 


6.3% 


1.1% 


.4% 


1.0% 


All 1tr^A^\- i'C AAA 

Ail under 5 , UU u 


53.8% 


35.9% 


5.1% 


2.6% 


0% 


2.6% 


■^C f\f\f\ 4- ^ ^lA AAA 

>o,UUU to J^1U,UUU 


50.7% 


34.5% 


11.3% 


2.1% 


.7% 


.7% 




46.8% 


46. 5% ■ 


5.1% 


.91 


.2% 


.5% 


Urban Counties 


51.2% 


39.8% 


6.7% 


1.0% 


.3% 


1.0% 


iMon urD4.-in LoujiLXtJo 


41.3% 


48.6% 


6.9% 


2.4% 


.4% 


.4% 


r <i rent 5 


47.1% 


29.4% 


23.5% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Child Care and CD 


52.2% 


37.7% 


8.7% 


1.4% 


0% 


0% 


Collece/Univers it v 


56.8% 


40.5% 


2.7% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


County Extension Ag. 


10.0% 


70.0% 


16.7% 


3.3% 


0% 


0% 


Elected Official 


16.7% 


66.7% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


16.7% 


Health Admin. 


44.4% 


44.4% 


11.1% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Medical Doctor 


34.6% 


57.7% 


7.7% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Mental Health 


34.5% 


55.2% 


3.4% 


3.4% 


0% 


3.4% 


Pub. School Admin. 


34.8% 


63.8% 


1.4% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Pub. School Teacher 


52.6% 


39.2% 


3.1% 


4.1% 


1.0% 


0% 


Social Work Admin. 


57.1% 


42.9% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Social Worker 


70.4% 


25.9% 


3.7% 


0% 


0% 


0% 
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QUESTION *3 - "Publicly-financed services should be available to all 

young children regardless of the condition of their 
families (i.e. , rich or poor, stable or unstable, well 
or sick) . " 





Strongly Agree 


Agree 


Disagree 


Strongly Disagr< 


Have No Opinion 


No Response 


All Respondents 


35.2% 


34.1% 


20.1% 


8.8% 


1.3% 


.5% 


All Females 


34.3% 


33.1% 


21.3% 


9.7% 


1.4% 


.2% 


All Males 


35.3% 


37.7% 


19.3% 


5.8% 


1.0% 


1.0% 




36.7% 


37.8% 


17.8% 


5.6% 


2.2% 


0% 




34.5% 


34.1% 


21.3% 


8.8% 


.8% 


.6% 


All Under $5,000 


43.6% 


23.1% 


20.5% 


10.3% 


2.6% 


0% 


$5,000 to $10aOOO 


31.7% 


39.4% 


18.3% 


9.2% 


1.4% 


0% 


Over $10>000 


35.9% 


33.6% 


21.0% 


8.1% 


1.2% 


.2% 




36.5% 


33.4% 


19.8% 


8.0% 


2.1% 


.3% 


Non-urban Counties 


33.2% 


35.2% 


20.6% 


10.1% 


0% 


.8% 


Parents 


35.3% 


47.1% 


11.8% 


5.9% 


0% 


0% 


Child Care and CD 


34.8% 


26.1% 


26.1% 


11.6% 


0% 


1.4% 


College/University 


37.8% 


29.7% 


29.7% 


2.7% 


0% 


0% 


County Extension Ag. 


40.0% 


30.0% 


23.3% 


6.7% 


0% 


0% 


Elected Official 


16.71 


50.0% 


16.7% 


0% 


0% 


16.7% 


Health Admin. 


22.21 


44 .4% 


11.1% 


22.2% 


0% 


0% 


Medical Doctor 


34.6% 


34.6% 


15.4% 


15.4% 


0% 


0% 


Mental Health 


34.51 


27 .6% 


20.7% 


10.3% 


6.9% 


0% 


Pub. School Admin. 


37.7% 


30.4% 


21.7% 


10.1% 


0% 


0% 


Pub. School Teacher 


36.1% 


33.0% 


18.6% 


9.3% 


3.1% 


0% 


Social V.'ork Admin. 


35.71 


35.7% 


21.4% 


7.11 


0% 


0% 


Social 'ivorker 


38.9% 


40.7% 


13.0% 


5.6% 


1.9% 


0% 
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QUESTION #4 - **It should bo compulsory for a family with a severely 

mentally or physically handicapped child to enroll that 
child in a publicly-financed special program, or to 
obtain competent private professional help, if they so 
desire." 





Strongly Agree 


Agree 


Disagree 


Strongly Disagr< 


Have No Opinion 


No Response 


All Respondents 






70.1* 




1 . ■?* 


.5% 


All Females 


36.0% 


33.8% 


22.2% 


4.8% 


.7% 


2.4% 


All Males 


33.3% 


32.4% 


18.8% 


7.7% 


4.8% 


2.9% 


All Under 30 


31.1% 


32.2% 


27.8% 


4.4% 


1.11 


3.3% 


All 30 and Over 

. 1 > ■ 1 — 


35.6% 


34.3% 


19.7% 


S.9% 


2 .1% 


2.3% 


All Under $5,000 


46.2% 


25.6% 


17.9% 


7.7% 


0% 


2.6% 


$5,000 to $10,000 


38 . 7 % 


35.9% 


19.0% 


4.2% 


1.4% 


.7% 


Over $10,000 


33.2% 


33.2% 


22.4% 


5.8% 


2.5% 


3.0% 


Urban Counties 


34.4% 


31.4% 


23.4% 


5.9% 


2.1% 


2.8% 


Non-urban Counties 


36.0% 


36. 0% 


17.0% 


6.5% 


2.0% 


2.4% 


Parents 


23. 5% 


29.4% 


47.1% 


0% 


0% 


01 


Child Care and CD 


40.6% 


34.8% 


18 .8% 


4.3% 


0% 


1.4% 


College/University 


27.0% 


32.4% 


21 .6% 


13.5% 


2.7% 


2.7% 


County Extension Ag. 


30. 0% 


40.0% 


26.7% 


3.3% 


0% 


0% 


Elected Official 


50.0% 


33.3% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


16.7% 


Health Admin. 


22. 2% 


44.4% 


22.2% 


11.1% 


0% 


0% 


Medical Doctor 


19. 2% 


26.9% 


42.3% 


3.8% 


7.7% 


0% 


Mental Health 


24 .1% 


48.3% 


13.8% 


3.4% 


10.3% 


0% 


Pub. School Admin. 


42.0% 


30.4% 


21.7% 


1.5% 


0% 


4 . 4 % 


Pub. School Teacher 


36. 1% 


30.9% 


19.6% 


9.3% 


1.0% 


3.1% 


Social Work Admin. 


42.9% 


21.4% 


28.6% 


0% 


0% 


7.1% 


Social Worker 


31. 5% 


37,0% 


24.1% 


5.6% 


0% 


1.9% 
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QUESTION n 



^*The effectiveness of services tu young children will 
be enhanced by the active involvement of their parents." 



0) 





Strongly Agree 


Agree 


Disagree 


Strongly Disagr< 


Have No Opinion 


No Response 


^Hii KesponGeuLb 


80.0% 


18.1% 


.6% 


. 2% 


.6% 


. 5% 


Ax i r CKia ic S 


80.7% 


17.1% 


1.0% 


0% 


.7% 


. S% 


All Mu ^ 


79.7% 


19.3% 


0% 


. 5% 


0% 


■ ■-..11 ...i.,. 
.5% 


All Under 30 


78.9% 


21.1% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


All 30 and Over 


81.0% 


16. 9% 


.8% 


.2% 


.6% 


.6% 


All under *>b,uuu 


64.1% 


33.3% 


0% 


0% 


2.6% 


0% 


*>5>UUU to $IU|UUU 


78.9% 


16. 91 


2.1% 


0% 


.7% 


1.4% 




82.9% 


16.4% 


.2% 


. 2% 


.2% 


0% 


Urban Counties 


82.0% 


16.5% 


.5% 


0% 


.5% 


. 5% 


iNUn Vll Ucill 11 lit. ico 


76.9% 


20.6% 


.8% 


.4% 


.8% 


.4% 




100.0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Child Care and CD 


79.7% 


15.9% 


4.3% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Col leffcyUn Ivors it v 


86. 5% 


13.5% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


County Extension Ag. 


83.3% 


16.7% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Elected Official 


83.3% 


16.7% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Health Admin. 


55. 6% 


44.4% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Medical Doctor 


65.4% 


34.6% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Mental Health 


89.7% 


3.4% 


0% 


0% 


6.9% 


0% 


Pub. School Adnin. 


82.6% 


17.4% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Pub. School Teacher 


80.4% 


17.5% 


0% 


0% 


1.0% 


1.0% 


Social Kork Admin. 


85.7% 


14.3% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Social V/orker 


81.5% 


16.7% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


1.9% 
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Strongly Agree 


Agree 


Disagree 


Strongly Disagr< 


Have No Opinion 


No Response 


All Respondents 


66.4% 


30. 2% 


1.9% 


.2% 


.9% 


.5% 


All Females 


65.5% 


30.2% 


2.4% 


.2% 


1.0% 


.7% 


All Males 


68.1% 


30.0% 


1.0% 


0% 


1.0% 


0% 


All Under 30 


66.7% 


30. 0% 


3.3% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


All 30 and Over 


66.3% 


30. 5% 


1.7% 


.2% 


1.0% 


.4% 


All Under $5,000 


61.5% 


30.8% 


5.1% 


2.6% 


0% 


0% 


$5,000 to $10,000 


65.5% 


32.4% 


1.4% 


0% 


0% 


.7% 


Over $10,000 


68.2% 


28.8% 


1.8% 


0% 


.9% 


.2% 


Urban Counties 


70.2% 


27.0% 


1.5% 


.3% 


.8% 


.3% 


Non-urban Counties 


60.3% 


35.2% 


2.4% 


0% 


1.2% 


.8% 


Parents 


70.6% 


29.4% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Child Care and CD 


60.9% 


33.3% 


1.4% 


1.4% 


1.4% 


1.4% 


College/University 


73.0% 


27.0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


County Extension Ag. 


53.3% 


40 .0% 


6.7% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Elected Official 


83.3% 


16.7% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Health Admin. 


55.6% 


44.4% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Medical Doctor 


61.5% 


38.5% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Mental Health 


75.9% 


24.1% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Pub. School Admin. 


62.3% 


34 .8% 


0% 


0% 


2.9% 


0% 


Pub. School Teacher 


64.9% 


30. 9% 


3.1% 


0% 


0% 


1.0% 


Social Work Admin. 


71.4% 


21.4% 


7.1% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Social Worker 


81. 5% 


16.7% 
i .. ■ 


1.9% 


0% 


0% 


0% 
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